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Thoughts from my Heart  

 It was summer of 1961.  I was 11 years old and I had never been away from home except maybe to 

spend the night with a cousin. But two men in our little church took an interest in me and my brother. They 

asked my brother, Dennis, and me if we would like to go to Bible camp. They told us stories of how much 

fun we would have and the friends we would make. They pretty much sold us on the idea, and we went. 

And I have to say ñ It continues to be some of the best childhood memories I have stored in my memory 

bank.  After that summer, Dennis and I looked forward to Bible camp every year. Our church would have 

contests that were based on attendance, bringing your Bible to church, bringing friends to church, and a lot 

of Bible memorization in order to win paid trips to camp.  Dennis and I won several trips.  We thought  

Bible camp was the best! 

 I am still sold on Bible camp. I know what it did for me, and what it has done for many kids down 

through the years. The 4th of this month I will be 60 years old, and I am still going.  At Bible camp, Iõve 

seen God work in young peopleõs hearts in ways I have never seen Him work anywhere else. 

 Please pray for our juniors as they go to Camp Longridge June 7~11 and for our youth who will be go-

ing to SeeSalt July 5~9. Pray that they not only have a good time, but that they have a God time! Pray 

that they will experience the Lord in such a way that their lives will be impacted for all eternity. 

 We are blessed to have Bro. Luther as our new Associate Pastor of Youth and Outreach.  He already 

has developed a connection with the youth and we have the largest group going to SeeSalt that we have ever 

had!  Please get behind Luther and love him, and support him with your prayers and assistance . He will 

welcome your help and your suggestions. I have no doubt in my mind that Luther is Godõs man for this 

time and place!  I am excited at what God is going to do with Luther here. 

 Ms. Tracey is leading a childrenõs time on Wednesday evenings that includes snacks, singing, Bible sto-

ries and more.  Sounds like a lot of fun! So, bring your kids! The more the merrier! Amen? 

 We will also be having Bible School June 13~17.  Bible School was always an exciting time in my life 

as a kid and Bethany always has great Bible Schools! Our Bible School workers are the best! 

 Remember Sonshine Funshine Day is June 5th with lots of rides for the kids, along with snacks, games 

entertainment, and food that we, adults, can also enjoy.  Tickets are only $3. So, buy some extra tickets as 

an outreach to give away to someone else.  Itõs going to be an exciting summer ñ and thank you, Bethany 

for caring about our children! 

 

In Christ ñ Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 



 
*Eddie Cain         6/1 
*Dustin Strickland        6/2  
*Patti Brown          6/3  
Jason Haley         6/3  
*Jerry Durham         6/4  
*Barry & *Linda Harris      6/4  
Blake Vickery        6/4  
Mike & *Kim Adams       6/5  
*Crew Phillips         6/5  
*Angela Kay         6/6  
*James Parker        6/6  
*Gerald Agnew        6/8  
*Pat Holmes         6/8  
*Margaret Brown        6/10  
Dennis & *Beverly Ferguson   6/10  
Sophie Parker        6/10  
*Charlie & *Kim Pierce      6/10  
*A.J. Cain          6/11 
*Scott Kay          6/11 
Joshua Haley         6/12 
*William & *Nikki Hancock    6/12 
*Amber Huddleston       6/13 
Ted & Tiffany Lovelace     6/13 
Kip Phillips          6/14 
*Jim Parker          6/14 
*Frances Weaver       6/14 
*Marlene Bryant        6/15 
*Crystal Allen         6/16 
*Ruby Nell Brown        6/16 
*Ted & *Melissa Bryant      6/16 
Jeff & *Angie Jones      6/16 
*Ronald & *Martha Sue Kelly    6/17 
*Waymon & *Betty Lunsford    6/17 
*Teena Witcher        6/19 
*Chales Hunnicutt        6/21 
*Tim & *Brenda Milner      6/21 
*Terry & *Robbie Moore     6/21 
*Max & *Margie Milford      6/22  
Erin Miller          6/23  
Ashtin Strickland        6/23  
*Collin Fleming         6/24  
*James & *Janice David     6/25  
*William Stowe         6/26  
*Mike & *Rita Cole       6/27  
*John Posey         6/27  
*Tiffany Ballard         6/28  
*Betty Glenn         6/28  
*James & *Sara Fleming    6/29  
 

Bethany Baptist Church 
2085 Bethany Bowersville Rd.                                                                                          

Canon, GA  30520 
www.bethanybaptistga.com 

 

Pastor ñ Rev. Jerry M. Durham ~ 706-856-8581 
jerry@bethanybaptistga.com  

 
Associate Pastor ñ Luther Thomason ~ 706-856-8582 

lutherthomason@gmail.com  
 
 

Church Office ~ 706-376-4445      Fax ~ 706-856-8583 
bethanybaptistchurch@hartcom.net 

 
 

GROW Ministry ñ grow@bethanybaptistga.com 

 I have two sons, Joshua and Caleb.  As they 
were growing up, I tried to be their provider,  
protector, professor, pastor and pal.  I disciplined 
them when they did wrong and rewarded them 
when they did good.  I tried to give them all the 
things they needed and much of what they 
wanted.  One of the main things a dad can give his 
children is his time! I went to Karate lessons, 
school programs, and Bible camps. I took them 
fishing, hunting, swimming and amusement parks.  
Every year we took a family vacation together 
where we just enjoyed each other ð swimming ð 
fishing ð horseback riding ð sight -seeing and a 
variety of other things.  But the most important 
thing I tried to pass on to my boys is the most  
important thing any dad can give their children ð 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  I kept them in 
church and had devotions at home.  I took them to 
Bible camp, Bible school, Sunday School, Christian 
concerts, church youth meetings, and anything 
else the church offered.  I may not have been the 
best example of a father, but I tried.  My reward? 
They are good men, God fearing men, men who are 
involved in church and are bringing my grandchil-
dren up in church. My reward is simply that they 
are fine Christian men ð and ð they call me DAD!  
 

Happy Fathersô Day ð Bro. Jerry  

mailto:lutherthomason@gmail.com


The month of May was full of life altering decisions for Bethany and the Thomason family. The church called me to 

be the associate pastor; I ñretiredò from my job of 14 years, and began my full time ministry at the church. It felt a lot     

bigger than just two lines at the beginning of a paragraph. I canôt say how excited I am to be able to give my full attention to 

our youth and to be able to hopefully take our GROW ministry to another level. I know the Lord has called me to Bethany at 

this time for a specific purpose. I am going to give everything I have to be successful in the eyes of God, in this position. I 

want everyone to know that I am fully dedicated to growing our youth ministry as well as the church as a whole. I am also 

dedicated to GROW and supporting this ministry as the people involved minister to the lost of our community and the people 

that need us around our community and beyond. 

 To youth and parents of youth that are reading this, I want you to know we have a lot going on through the summer. We 

are planning various trips and functions that include, scavenger hunt in the mall, lock-in, grill outs, Rock band tournament, 

bowling trip, pool party, See Salt, fishing trips, and many more activities. The main thing we have going on in ñthe mixò is 

that we meet each Wednesday at 6:30 PM.  This is a time to come together, hang out and have fun, and learn more about 

growing our relationship with Jesus. I feel like these meetings each week are important for spiritual growth and maturity 

and the nurturing of relationships with others; so you need to be there. Any youth or parents that read this please feel free 

to contact me and feel free to talk to me about anything. I am available when you need me. My number is 706-371-2881. 

 Also to strengthen our GROW ministry we need support. The only way GROW can reach more people for Christ and 

meet the needs of those around us is by people helping. We need more people to help in our GROW ministry each Monday 

night. We have had several families and individuals join GROW over the past few months, which I thank each and every 

one of you so much, but we need YOUR help. Yes, you know who you are. It is not hard and as a matter of fact we have fun 

while we are ministering. You have the chance to bless the life of someone else as you yourself are being blessed. We have 

food, fellowship, and fun as well as minster to those in need. Come and see us one Monday night and then you can decide if 

GROW is something you want to be a part of. I know you will not be disappointed. If you have any comments, questions, or 

concerns please call me. You can also contact Michele Shepherd, the G team captain, Robbie Moore, the R team captain, or 

Susan Parker, the O team captain, to join or to ask a question. 

 I just want to end this by saying THANK YOU to Bethany, my church family, for your support. I promise I am going to 

give God and you all that I have and will do you a good job. 

God Bless, 

Luther Thomason 

Associate Pastor 

This summer òthe mixó student ministries will be selling òdiscount 

cardsó for local businesses. The discount card will look like your typical 

credit card except it will have discounts to area businesses that can be 

used for a year. The card will have around fifteen local businesses on it 

with discounts that can be taken advantage of through out the year. 

The cost of these cards will only be $10. Our youth will begin to pre -

sell these cards towards the end of the month. The proceeds from 

these sells will go towards offsetting the costs of many of the activi-

ties the youth plan to take part in and the purchase of necessities of 

the ministry. Please participate in this fundraiser because it will help 

out youth and church but it is also a great money saving tool for you 

and to help local businesses.  

Thank you in advanced for your support in this.  
 

The Mix ~ June Activities  

Wednesday, June 2nd ~ Scavenger Hunt at Discover Mills Mall ~ 1 -9 pm 

Sunday-Thursday, June 13 -17 ~ Vacation Bible School ~ 6 -9pm each evening 

Friday -Saturday, June 18 -19 ~ Bowling/Lock -In  

Thursday, June 24th ~ Rockband/Guitar Hero tournament & Movie Night at Church  

Saturday, June 26th ~ Pre -4th Mission (hand out water & tracts)  

Sunday, June 27th ~ Pool Party ~ 1 -5 pm 



Bethany invites Children to ... 
High Seas Expedition:  

Exploring the Mighty Love of God 
June 13 ~ 17                 6 ~ 9 pm 

 

A summer kidsõ event called High Seas Expedition will be hosted from June 
13th to June 17th. Kids go on a vast voyage through Godõs Word as they  

participate in memorable Bible- learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork- building 
games, dig into yummy treats, experience  

electrifying Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of Godõs Word, and 
create Bible Point crafts theyõll take home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to 
look for evidence of God all around them through something called God Sightings. Each day 

concludes at The Floating Finaleña celebration that gets everyone involved 
in living what theyõve learned.    

Kids at High Seas Expedition will join nearly a million  
children sharing Godõs love in a hands- on mission project, 
blanketing needy children in Africa with Godõs love. 

High Seas Expedition is for kids from 3 years to 6th grade 
and will run from 6 pm to 9 pm each evening.  

 

Pre- 4th  
Mission Opportunity  

June 26th  
On the square in 

Hartwell  
 

If you would like to help give 
out free water, snow cones, 
boiled peanuts and tracts at 
this event, please see the 

sign up sheet located in the 
rear hallway of the church or 

call the church office at  
706 - 376 - 4445.  

The time slots begin at 9 am 
and go through 2 pm in 30 

minute intervals.  

 

 

Bethany Shower Committee announces two  
upcoming showers in Juneé 

 
June 6th, from 3 -4 pm, a Baby Shower honoring Scot-
tie, Melissa & Nash Green will be held in the Family 

Life Center in conjunction with their  
families.  They are registered at Wal -Mart and Tar-

get.  All ladies are invited to attend.  
 

June 27th, a òDrop-Offó Miscellaneous Shower for  
Micah Little & Krissi Kesler honoring their  

upcoming nuptials.  They are registered at Bed, Bath 
& Beyond, Belkõs, Macyõs & Tenaõs.  This òDrop-Offó 
event has been scheduled in lieu of the traditional 

drop -in shower, due to the church calendar being full.    
Please look for the designated òdrop-offó areas that are 
located  in the vestibule and the rear hallway to place 

your gifts.  

********************************************************************  




