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Thoughts from my Heart  

 May brings back so many memories for me.   When I was a kid I looked forward to May.  It meant three 

things to me:  1 - School would soon be out for the summer. 2 - We could start going barefoot. And 3 -  

Fishing!  I grew up fishing with my dad.  I loved to fish.  And May meant that bream would soon be on the 

bed.  So, with cane poles, bobbers, grasshoppers, and worms, we would go bream fishing. 

 Later, as an adult, I continued to fish.  On one occasion in the late 70ôs or early 80ôs I was bream fishing 

with my best friend Tommy Richardson and another friend.  We were in Tommyôs boat on Lake Succession.  

The bream were bedding and we could smell them quite strongly.  So, we just followed our noses.  We were 

fishing with crickets and had already caught several good sized fish.  However , that was short-lived.  

Tommy was standing on the bow of the boat, when he slipped and accidentally kicked the cricket basket into 

the lake.  The three of us put treble hooks on our lines and fished around trying to hook the cricket basket.  It 

took about 30 minutes, but one of us snagged the crickets and hauled them in.  All the crickets were soaked 

and lifeless.  Now, I had been through this before and knew that if the crickets were allowed to dry  out ð 

they would come back to life.  I said, ñJust sit them there in the sun and when they dry out they will come 

back to life.ò  My buddies laughed and had a big time saying, ñNow the preacher thinks he can raise the 

dead!ò 

 But, I had the last laugh, for as the crickets dried, they began to move and were soon chirping and  

crawling around.  Evidently, the cricket has something in its nature that prevents water from becoming so 

absorbed in it that it drowns. 

 Did you know that as Christians, you and I are like that?  We are to be in the world , but not be of the 

world!  We have to live in the world, but we must not let the world live in us.  We cannot adopt their ways 

and practices. We have to be different!  We have to shine as lights in a sin-darkened society.   

 That means we donôt drink their alcohol, talk their filthy language and participate in their worldly  

activities.  Jesus said (Acts 1:8) ñAnd ye shall be witnesses unto meéò  Mark it downðyou ARE a witness!  

You are either a good witness for Christ or you are a bad witness.  Which are you!  Are you turning people 

away from Christ and His church by your lifestyle, or are you influencing them to give their lives to Christ?  

The Bible declares that God will hold us accountable for the manifold grace that which He has entrusted us. 

 I hope as you read this letter that your life is clean before the Lord, and you have the peace that you are a 

pleasing witness to Him.  But if your life is not clean before Him, you can start right now and commit to live 

for Him.  The Bible says that we will all stand before the Bema Seat, the Judgment Seat of Christ, and  

answer for the things we did in the bodyðgood and bad.  I donôt know about you, but I want to be found 

faithful in living for Him. 

 God Bless ð Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 
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The High Cost of Kidsô Sports 

You can still have fun without breaking the budget. 

from daveramsey.com on 12 Apr 2010  

If youôre a parent, youôve probably at some point encountered the high cost of 

putting your kid in a sports league.   Hockey sticks. Baseball bats. Skates.     

Basketball shoes. Golf clubs. High-end uniforms. The cost of equipment alone 

can stretch your budget and wreak havoc on your bank account. In todayôs 

world of competitive youth sports, some parents can spend up to $10,000 a 

year funding their childôs     athletic pursuits.   Equipment is just the tip of the 

iceberg. Travel teams, personal trainers, summer campsðall of these costs can 

add up in a big way, especially if Junior enjoys playing a sport and starts devel-

oping a talent.  Traci, a parent in Wichita, Kansas, says, ñWe spent over $5,000 

on baseball! The costs covered uniforms, equipment, hotel stays, equipment 

fees, etc.ò 

So whatôs a parent to do?  

Of course, you love your child. Of course, you want him or her to achieve any 

dream. But where do your budget and your other financial priorities enter the 

picture? If your child really is passionate about playing a sport, you can still 

provide that outlet without breaking the bank.  

Here are a few suggestions: 
 

Buy used equipment. New high-end equipment like shoes, bats, skates and 

helmets can cost a couple hundred dollarsðat least. Instead of buying new 

every single season, why not find a discount on some lightly used equipment? 

Weôre not talking about a pair of nasty, stinky old shoes. A lot of ñusedò equip-

ment hardly looks used at all! Some sports stores specialize in used stuff, or you 

can always find some online. You can save some serious cash when you buy 

used!  

Sell used equipment. Unless Junior has a little brother, you wonôt need those 

size five cleats again. Sell them online or to other parents looking to buy used. 

Use that money to purchase this yearôs equipment. Next year, rinse and repeat.  

Consider recreational leagues. The popularity of travel teamsðlocal all-star 

teams that travel regionally and nationallyðcontinues to grow. Most of these 

teams are filled with future high school players. But they arenôt cheap. Accord-

ing to SmartMoney.com, the average cost of playing on a youth travel team is 

anywhere from $1,000ï3,000 per season. Local recreational leagues offer the 

benefits of competition and exercise without the inflated costs.  

Pick a sport (or two). If your child is playing in four different sports, the ex-

penses will add up quickly. Narrow it down to one or two sports per year. 

Youôll save on all the equipment costs, plus youôll have a few months off from 

driving them all over town!  

Be realistic. The NCAA estimates that only 3% of high school basketball play-

ers play in college. Only 6% of high school baseball players make it to the next 

level. The percentage of high school players who make it professionally is less 

than 1%. The truth is, your child probably wonôt make a living playing sportsð
and more than likely wonôt play in college. Is it possible? Of course. But that 

doesnôt mean you have to prioritize summer sports over paying off debt and 

saving for the future.   Remember, you will have more costly expenses in the 

future, like college tuition. Use some common sense and be reasonable with 

your spending. Include these costs in your monthly budget.   We know you love 

Junior, but he probably isnôt the next Lebron James. Some parents lose their 

minds when it comes to youth sports. Donôt fall into that trap. You can provide 

an active, healthy lifestyle for your childðone that includes team sportsð
without busting your budget. 

How has your family avoided these extra expenses and still had a great time 

with sports?  It's important to teach your child team-building principles as well 

as money skills that will affect the rest of their life.  

 As I sit here thinking about what to write; I 
wonder what I could say about our GROW  
program as always, I think about what I could 
say about the youth, and then I realize I really 

need to write about how much God has blessed 
me through the different ministries I get to be 
involved in at Bethany. I have been blessed to be 
a part of GROW.  
 Since I have been a part of the GROW minis-
try, I have seen more value in sharing Christ 
with others and my prayer life has improved 

tremendously as I am more conscious and 
aware of the prayer concerns of others. I have 
recently been given the opportunity to serve my 
student internship at our church. I have been at 
the church almost every day and had the oppor-
tunity to serve our church in many different  
capacities. I have had the privilege to serve with 

other leaders in working with the youth of our 
church. I love these young people and have  
enjoyed every minute I have had spending time 
with them. I have been able to attend different 
BGHKCQDM½R ETMBSHNMR @S NTQ BGTQBG EQNL LHRRHNM 
OQNIDBSR KHJD SGD yRNTO @MC BQ@BJDQR ENQ RGTS-
HMRx SN SGD ySQHO SN SGD YNNqx 5GHR G@R @KRN ADDM 

awesome. I just want to say the leaders in the 
BGHKCQDM½R CDOSq CN @M @VDRNLD INAq &UDQXSGHMF 
that I have been a part of in this church has 
been an awesome experience. I have enjoyed 
working with the youth and the adult leaders 
and with the children in this church. God has 
given me several opportunities to serve in our 

church and I have been grateful for every one of 
them.  
 I want to thank every person in this church 
that has been supportive to me and my family 
because without the Lord in our lives and you 
standing by my side I do not think I would have 
been able to get this far in my ministry. It is  

bitter -sweet that my internship has come to an 
end. It is great to know that I am one step 
closer to finishing my education, but sad that is 
has to end. The good part is, and the point of 
this article, is that serving Jesus and at  
Bethany does not require an internship to make 
it happen.  

 There are many leaders that serve in this 
church that would love to have your help in the 
ministries in which they serve. Bethany is a 
church that is growing and has something going 
on all the time. Be a part of one of our church 
ministries. As children of God we are to serve 
)HLq 8D RGNTKC CDRHQD SN CN SGD -NQC½R VNQJ HM 
this place. Pray about where God can use you 

and then do it. Serve. GROW needs you, the  
ministries of the men, women, youth, and chil-
CQDM MDDC XNTq #D @ O@QS NE SGD -NQC½R VNQJ @S 
Bethany. You will be glad that you made the  
decision. 

 With Joy from the Lord, 
  Luther Thomason 
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This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

  

Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business on 

Sunday evening, April 11, 2010.  Pastor Jerry  

Durham called the meeting to order and served as 

moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented typed copies of the  

minutes for March 28, 2010 business meeting.  There was a motion and 

second to accept as presented with no additions or corrections made.   

Motion carried.   

 Greg Kay, Assistant Church Treasurer, presented a typed report for the 

period ending March 31, 2010.  There was a vote of approval from church 

body to accept this report from the Finance Committee. 

  

New Business 

1. Deacons and Finance Committee made motion to amend budget 

line item church utilities and supplies ~ Gas ~ in the amount of 

$1,000 due to the price increase and also amount of usage in-

crease.  At present, tank is 75% full and estimated to be October 

before any more purchased.  There was a vote of approval from 

Church body. 

2. Deacons and Finance Committee made motion to purchase a lap-

top for projection at cost of $699.99 plus tax and handling.  After 

discussion, there was a vote to approve this motion. 

 

There was no other business and no reports to be given.  A motion to ad-

journ was given.  There was a second and motion carried.     

                             7:02 pm 

Respectfully, 

        Lynda Moorhead 

Church Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun! Fun! Fun!  How much fun can you pack into one event?  
Come join us for the day to find out!  $3.00 per person (children 2 
& under free) includes all games, inflatables, rides and food.  Tickets 

go on sale soon!  Look for future announcements in weekly  
bulletins this month. 



May already!  The new year seems to be flying by!  Have you stopped long enough to enjoy 
the beautiful spring we are having?  Have you stopped long enough to thank the Lord for all the 
blessings He has given us, especially for His sacrifice of death on a cruel cross?  I challenge you to 
thank Him and praise Him for His provisions of grace and mercy.  I challenge you to JOIN Him in 
His work at Bethany, specifically the Childrenõs Department!  Are you up to the challenge??? 

We are still in need of volunteers!  Can you provide love and support to our little ones by 
serving in the nursery, toddler room, or childrenõs church?  You donõt have to be a òteacheró by 
trade to do an incredible job.  These children just need someone to show them Godõs TLC (tender 
loving care)!  Please consider helping.  You can contact Tracey Tomlin, Christi Sanders, or myself to 
get involved. 

Thanks for your prayers and service, 
Ashley Strickland, Childrenõs Dept Co- Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Club went out to eat in April to  Dockside Restaurant ion Hartwell with  8 present.  We enjoyed  
 a wonderful meal and great fellowship!  Please watch the weekly bulletin for time/date of the 

May meeting. 

The Childrenôs Department also wants to thank the men 

who have been working extremely hard on renovating 

the upstairs Kids Cove!  It is looking amazing!!  Thanks 

for all you have done and continue to do!! 

 

We want to say  

ñTHANK YOUò to  

Joseph and Joanie Haley for sharing 

your yard for our Easter Egg Hunt.   

Also, we want to thank  

the many who donated candy for the  

eggs and the people who helped ñstuffò 

the eggs.  We couldnôt have done 

 it without you!  




