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Thoughts from my Heart  

  In the middle of Earlõs Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, over in Westminster, SC, 

there is a little childõs grave that speaks to me. Itõs very old.  It has no fancy headstone.  

The one it does have is probably home-made.  It is rough and almost unreadable.  It 

has no fancy coping.  But surrounding it are bricks and rocks laid by loving hands and 

cemented together. Seashells have been tenderly cemented on top of that border, no doubt, 

by the hands of loving parents, and have almost been worn away by time and weather.  

No doubt, the parents of this dear little child have long since passed themselves. 

  When I look at that grave, I am reminded that no matter how long the body of 

that little one has lain in it, because of Easter, because of the resurrection of our Lord, 

there is coming a resurrection day for that baby and for all who belong to Jesus!  Thatõs 

the promise of Easter!  Because Jesus was raised, we who have placed our faith in 

Him, can be assured that we, too, will rise again. 

  Easter Sunday is the day we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.  But isnõt that 

what every Sunday is ñ a celebration of our Risen Lord?  Sure it is!  Thatõs why we 

meet to worship on Sunday instead of Saturday.  After Jesus rose from the dead, the 

disciples began to meet on the first day of the week.  And every Sunday we meet for the 

same reason they did ñ to honor and worship our Risen Savior. 

  I realize that Spring brings with it a lot of other activities and desires ñ planting 

flowers and vegetables, fishing, turkey hunting, baseball, and other interests.  And there 

is nothing wrong with any of these.  But letõs not forget that the first day of the week  

belongs to God!  It is the Lordõs Day ñ the day we are supposed to be in His house, 

praising Him, learning of Him, and celebrating His glorious resurrection. After all, for 

what He did for us, doesnõt He deserve it? 

Happy Easter ñ Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 
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 Spring has sprung. The flowers are blooming, 

leaves are sprouting on trees, and the grass is com-

ing on up. I enjoy all of these aspects of the spring 

except for the cutting grass part. But spring is in the 

air and it always makes me think of our Lord and 

Savior being raised from the dead. We celebrate His 

birth during Christmas and we talk about the cross 

and what it meant for Jesus to die for our sins, but 

that empty tomb proves to me that we serve a living 

God, Amen. I just wanted to write a little something 

to get everybody to thinking about how great a God 

we serve and how wonderful it is to know that when 

He died He was thinking of me and you. As you read 

this newsletter think about your relationship with 

the Lord and what it means to you. Let this Easter 

season be special to you and let the fact that we 

serve ñtheò living God impact your life forever. I 

love you and want to see you here. 

 

Luther Thomason 

Ministry Intern 



April  

  7 No Club - Spring Break 

14 Favorites Night 

21 Club 

28 Store Night 

 As I write this article, Iôm listening to the sweet chatter of childrenôs voices as they play.  Of course, 
in a few minutes the sweet chatter will probably be replaced with voices of discontent as so often hap-
pens in the life of being a kid.  
 When my nephew, Joshua, was around three years old he was quite fond of being the second in 
command.  One day I was reminding him that I was the only person in charge and Joshua, being the 
character that he is, saw the opportunity for a compromise.  ñAunt Stacey,ò he said, ñYou da boss and 
I da boss.ò  Just to be sure he was getting his point across, he repeated, ñI da boss . . . you da boss.ò  
Isnôt it funny how kids think sometimes? 
 You know, we adults can relate to that way of thinking.  How often do we say ñLord, youôre the 
boss.  I want you to be in control of my life.ò  Yet, we continue to want to make compromises with 
God.  We know what God wants us to do with and in our lives but we want to be our own boss and do 
things our way.  The Bible tells us that we are to serve only God.  There is no compromise.   
 We should be showing our kids that there is no compromise.  Jesus died for us!  We think we have 
to sacrifice to do Godôs work or to be in church.  Itôs not a sacrifice; itôs a privilege.  Our ñsacrificesò 
could never, ever compare to what God did for us.   
 Sometimes when we discipline our kids to show them whoôs the boss, theyôre probably thinking that 
we donôt have anyone to answer to for our behaviors.  But, nothing is hidden from God.  Let your kids 
learn from you that God is THE boss in your life and He is in control.  
 
In His Service, 
Stacey Carey, Awana Director 
 
 

April is our last month of the  

Awana Year!   
 

Be sure to finish your handbooks by 

the end of the month in order to  

receive your award on  

Sunday, May 2nd. 

When Is Easter? 
Every year the date of Easter changes. The main reason is that unlike holidays which are tied to specific dates, Easter always 

falls on a Sunday. Also, because the events of Jesusô death and resurrection occurred in the context of the Jewish Passover  

festival (remember, Jesus and the disciples were Jewish), the date follows the Jewish pattern of being tied to the lunar calendar. 

 Easter Sunday is always the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after March 21, the vernal equinox, or the first day of 

spring in the Northern Hemisphere. Thus, Easter can fall anywhere in between March 22 and April 25.  

 To add to the confusion, Eastern churches (such as Russian and Greek Orthodox) use a slightly different calendar, and their 

Easter is about two weeks after the date celebrated by Western churches. 

 Several proposals have been raised throughout history to arrive at a fixed date, but none of them have taken off. The most  

recent occurred in 2001 when Eastern and Western dates coincided for the first time in centuries.  

 Proposals have included fixing the date on the second Sunday in April, or agreeing always to have seven Sundays in the  

Season after the Epiphany. Others have proposed a fixed calendar date of April 9, believed to have been the actual date of the 

original resurrection, but such a date would mean that Easter would seldom land on a Sunday. None of these proposals have ever 

been taken very seriously. 

 There is one major advantage to having the date change each year. As Christians we are called to follow Jesus and that often 

means being out of step with the rest of the world. When we follow a calendar that is just a little out of step it reminds us of the 

call to challenge the direction the world may be going. The floating date of Easter can help us remember and celebrate this. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

  

 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business 

on Sunday evening, February 21, 2010.  Pastor 

Jerry Durham called the meeting to order and 

served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented typed copies of the  

minutes for January 17, 2010 business meeting.  There was a motion and 

second to accept as presented with no additions or corrections made.  

Motion carried.   

 Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented a typed report for the  

period ending January 31, 2010.   

There was a vote of approval from church body to accept this report. 

 There was no other business and no reports to be given.  A motion to 

adjourn was given.  There was a second and motion carried.      7:04 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynda Moorhead,  

Church Clerk 

 

Bethany Baptist Church was called into special business on Sun-

day morning March 7, 2010.  Pastor Jerry Durham served as moderator.  

He gave excerpts from a combined meeting of the Deacons, the Finance 

Committee and the Renovations Committee. The purpose being to share 

the concept for adding additional worship service space.  We have three 

plans:  Short Range, Mid Range and Long Range.   

1. Short Range ~ Having a head count done each Sunday. 

2. Mid Range ~ Launch a drive for the Audio/Visual Fund to equip 

the Old Fellowship Hall to accommodate any overflow.  This  

      includes the purchase of a television quality camera that will be 

placed in the Sanctuary. 

3. Long Range ~ Expanding the physical structure of the Sanctuary. 

 These are concepts being considered as the need arises.  Meeting  

adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynda Moorhead,  

Church Clerk 

 

 

Things you probably wonôt ever hear in church: 

Å Hey! Itôs my turn to sit on the front pew! 

Å I was so enthralled. I never noticed your sermon went over by 25 minutes.  

Å Personally, I find witnessing much more enjoyable than golf.  

Å Iôve decided to give our church the $500 a month that I used to send to TV 

evangelists.  

Å Iôll volunteer to be the permanent teacher for the Junior High Sunday school 

class.  

Å Forget the denominational minimum salary: letôs pay our pastor so s/he can 

live like we do.  

Å I love it when we sing hymns Iôve never heard before.  

Å Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stew-

ardship campaign. 

ï anonymous 



Hello everyone!  Spring is here and things are reviving after the long cold 

winter.  I have been revived, too.  We had an absolutely awesome revival 

service and I am so pumped up about serving God and my church.  Thereõs 

nothing like revival to make you realize that you might not always be living 

up to what God put you on this earth for!  I know now more than ever that He knows the plans 

He has for me and all I need to do is have FAITH that He will see me through WHATEVER life 

throws at me.  And, one more thing and Iõll get on to another subject.  Something Bro. Terry 

said during revival about people saying òIõve got to go to church (said in a whiny voice).ó  He said 

òYou donõt GOT to go to church.  You GET to go to church.ó  I had an OMG (Oh My Gosh!)      

moment when he said that.  Thatõs telling it like it is and thatõs what a lot of us need to hear.  

Chickaboom, Chickaboom!  Thatõs something else Bro. Terry said and I have a feeling itõs going 

to be the new catch phrase for a lot of us.  If you missed revival, OMG, you missed out!!  

With Godõs Love in My Hearté..Tracey Tomlin - Childrenõs Dept Co-Director  

SOUP & CRACKERS MISSION PROJECT  

Thank you church family for donating over 20 boxes of 

crackers and over 100 cans of soup for our project.  

We visited with some of the people who canõt make it 

to church.  We sang songs and even recited Bible 

verses.  A fun time was had by all!  Pictured are 

Ashtin, Elliot & Ashley Strickland; Kelsie Jones; 

Ayden, Elijah &  Zoey Thomason; Kayla Vickery, Christi 

& Emilee Sanders; Tracey & Joshua Tomlin; A.J. Cain. 

Not pictured are: Luther & Jennifer Thomason, Evelyn 

Saxon, Kay Ankerich, Margie & Hunter Milford.  

 

April 3rd  
Easter Egg Hunt!  

Joanie & Joseph 

Haleyõs house at  

10 A.M.  Please call 

if you need  

directions.  

 

April 17th  
Trip to the 

Greenville Zoo! 

See sign-up sheet 

in back hallway 

for details.  

To all of our volunteers in the 

Nursery, Toddler Room, and 

Childrenõs Church:  THANK 

YOU for your dedication to 

God and your willingness to 

serve Him.  You are the best!!  



 I am so pumped up right now that I can hardly type without messing up and retyping all of my sentences. Wait. 

That is what I have to do anyway. Well anyway I am still pumped. We have just finished our spring revival services 

but the revival does not need to fade away. We need to take the messages that were presented to us during the week 

of revival and let them resonate in our lives now and forever. Some things that Bro. Rainey shared with us still re-

main in my heart and mind now. We have to love each other. We have to show others love even when there is not 

going to be a parade in our honor for doing so. We need to love even when others are not even going to remember 

that we did. When I heard him say that over and over all I could do was think of the volunteers of the GROW min-

istry. Yes, I do think about the GROW ministry and relate it to many things in life but what he said is so true about 

this ministry in our church. The volunteers of GROW meeting each week and write birthday cards, pray, send out 

letters, visit, and participate in kidôs GROW with no thoughts of accolades that come with the 

job. They are not waiting for the spotlight to shine on them or for the 

camera crews to come in and film them for a documentary on sac-

rificial love. They do these things because they want to please 

the Lord with their service and show their love to others around 

them. Yes, we do get many cards, emails, and calls thanking the people 

for their service but the reason why people serve in the GROW ministry 

goes way beyond that. I think the GROW ministry is God given to our 

church as well as the members that serve on each team. I pray for the GROW ministry 

and the members for strength, love, and   encouragement to continue on even if they do 

not feel like their time is well spent. I feel like God has assured me that every card, letter, call, 

visit, and everything else done each Monday night will be directly blessed by Him. I truly believe that 

with all my heart.  

 The only thing that can hold this ministry back from doing the work that God has for it is the service of the peo-

ple. The only thing this ministry lacks is you. You know who you are. There are many of you that want to join or 

would like to know more about it but do not want to take that step of faith to do so. Please do, not for me, but for 

God and those that covet your prayers and desire your attention. If you want to serve the Lord by ministering to 

others this is the ministry for you. Please call me at 706-371-2881 if you want more information about our GROW 

ministry or want to join one of our teams. If you do not believe the GROW ministry touches lives, go take a look at 

out bulletin board outside the sanctuary behind the piano and you can see the testimonials of the lives that have 

been touched by this ministry 

Thank you so much, 

Luther Thomason 

GROW Ministry Director 

 

A parable of forgiveness 
 The story is told of a woman who went to St. Francis of Assisi and asked what she had 

to do to be forgiven for her gossiping. St. Francis told her to take feathers and place one at 

the doorstep of everyone in the town of whom she had spoken ill.  

 She did so and returned to Francis, who the told her to then go and retrieve all the 

feathers. When she attempted to do so she discovered that the feathers were scattered all 

around town.  

 Again, she returned to St. Francis and told him about the feathers. He said to her, ñYou 

wish to repent and be forgiven of your sin. Good. But the damage of your words is done 

and cannot be taken back.ò 

 

Forgiving sin 
When Jesus appeared to the disciples in the locked room he told them, ñIf you forgive the sins of anyone, their sins are for-

given; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgivenò (John 20:23). Isnôt it intriguing, of all of the issues that Jesus could 

have raised with the disciples, he chose forgiveness. In the paraphrase The Message, Eugene Peterson translates this verse: ñIf 

you forgive someoneôs sins, theyôre gone for good. If you donôt forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?ò 

 




