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Thoughts from my Heart  

 Yesterday, while driving to a meeting, I saw a young boy flying a kite.  Whenever I see a kite, 

I always think of March, and when I think of March, I always think of kites. Thatõs probably  

because when I was a boy, I used to love to make and fly my own kites.  You could buy a  

paper kite for 10 cents in those days, but there was something special about building a homemade 

kite.  I would use twigs and newspaper, string and glue to create my masterpiece.  The idea that 

I could build something that would actually fly was intriguing to me.  It was an accomplish-

ment that brought much satisfaction to my heart. 

 Isnõt that so much like God and us?  He created us, and He desires to see us soar like eagles 

spiritually.  He didnõt create us to be bottom dwellers and just get along in this world.  He wants 

us to be fantastic Christians.  He wants us to reach unto the heights in our desire to please Him.  

What I mean is ñ God wants our lives to be powerful and filled with the Spirit.  He wants us, 

His creations, to bring Him pleasure.  And I donõt know about you, but I donõt want to disap-

point my Heavenly Father.  I want to fly! 

 I am also reminded of a sermon I preached one time about a little boy who was flying a kite.  

He had let out so much string, and the kite was so high, it had disappeared from sight.  A man 

saw the boy and said to him, òWhat are you doing?ó The boy answered, òFlying a kite.ó  The 

man looked up into the sky but could not see the kite and said, òI donõt see a kite.ó  the boy said, 

òOh itõs up there!ó  And the man asked, òHow do you know itõs up there?ó  And the boy replied, 

òBecause I feel the tug!ó 

 What an amazing answer!  What an amazing spiritual truth!  Not only is that the answer to 

such questions as, òHow do you know there is a God?ó or òHow do you know Jesus lives in 

your heart?ó  But it is also the answer to my life as a believer.  How do I know God wants me to 

be a better Christian?  òBecause I feel His tug!ó 

I Love You, Bethany, 

Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 
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Saturday, March 13, 2010 ~ 6 pm 

 

Avid sportsmen/preacher, Rev. Jerry Gray, will be 

guest speaker for the evening. 

 

Praise & Worship Music provided by  

Generations Praise Band 

 

Tickets available through March 7th.   

$10 per adult ~ $6 per child (4-10 yrs.) 

(Big Deer Contestants can bring one guest without  

purchasing additional tickets, just be sure to sign in 

upon arrival.) 

See Mark Brown for tickets/more information. 



March  

  3 Club - Begin AAC Mission 

10 Balloon Blast Night 

17 Club 

24 No Club - Revival 

31 
End AAC Mission -  
Ice Cream Sundae Reward 

 March, march, march.  Thatôs what time does.  There are certain times when I so wish that time would 
march much more slowly.  Maybe when I need extra rest at night and the clock alarm sounds much too 
soon.  Or, when all my little daycare darlings are off to Dreamland for their afternoon naps and I can treas-
ure the silence.  But, most of all, I wish that time didnôt have to march quite so fast when I look at how big 
my once little baby boy is getting.  Iôm glad Brett doesnôt read these articles.  I donôt think he would be 
very happy to know that he is one of my favorite subjects of which to write.  
 When Shannon and I were trying to start our family, time didnôt march quickly enough.  We were mar-
ried 11 years the year Brett was born.  We were ready for a baby long before God decided it was time.  
When He gave us our most treasured of gifts, we never wanted to go anywhere or do anything that he 
couldnôt do right along with us.  We still rarely do anything without him.  And thatôs okay with me.  Espe-
cially now that heôs getting to the age of not needing us as much as he once did.   
 I just traveled with Brett on a school trip to Florida during which I came to the very unwanted realiza-
tion that my ñlittle boyò doesnôt need or want to be by my side all the time anymore.  I feel a sort of anxi-
ety about not knowing what to expect from him in the coming years.  But, at the same time, I feel comfort 
in knowing that he has a strong foundation in his love for God.  When he does something wrong, he knows 
itôs wrong and I believe thatôs because he learns what is right when heôs at church or when Iôm giving him 
what-for at home.  :)  
 Parents, our kids canôt just know what ñrightò is.  We have to teach them at home and by our example.  
We have to take our kids to Sunday School, to Awana, to Worship Service. There are many kids on the 
Sunday School Rosters who never make it on Sunday mornings.  Sunday may be the only day you can 
sleep in but how does that compare to making sure your child is on the right path in life?  I commend all of 
you who make sure your child is taking part in the ministries that will surely benefit them.  You are doing 
what you can to put your child on the right path.  Even though our kids might not always stay where we 
want them to stay, theyôll always know the way back.  Because thatôs what you taught them. 

  In His Service, 
 Stacey Carey, Awana Director 

 
 

Parents, be sure to sign your child out if you 

sign them in on club night.  If you donôt sign 

them out, be sure that at least one of their 

leaders is aware that you have taken your 

child with you.  Also, please do your best to 

be on time to pick up your clubbers -  

dismissal is at 8:00.   

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 Well March is here.  Can you believe that it is almost spring!?!  This has been one of the coldest winters that I 
can remember.  I always enjoy having warm soup and crackers on these cold days. 
 As you know we have been collecting soup and crackers for the elderly and shut- ins.  We are planning to de-
liver these on March 20th, so parents please remember to bring your children to participate in this mission of 
handing out the soup and crackers.  It would be great to have both church vans filled with children.  The elderly 
and shut- ins love to visit with the children and the children enjoy it also. 
 I wasnõt able to attend last year, but I remember seeing the pictures on the bulletin board at church. You 
could tell from the smiles on their faces  that they all really enjoyed the visits. 
 Sometimes in our busy lives we can forget about he elderly and shut- ins in our church and community, but 
we need to keep them in our hearts, minds and prayers.  We can learn so much from the lives they have lived 
and the Christian examples that they have set for us. 
 I would like to say thank you to those who have already donated to this ministry.  If you havenõt yet donated 
and would like to, you have several more weeks to do so.  The drop off box is located in the rear hallway of the 
church or you can get it to Tracey, Ashley or myself.  It will be greatly appreciated.                 In Christian Service, 

Christi Sanders, Childrenõs Department Co- Director 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

     

 

 

 

  

 

Please welcome the following new member by drop-
ping them a note or giving them a call to let him 
know how happy we are that they have joined our 

church family! 

 
 

              

 

Brittani Ballard  
(Daughter of Billy & Tiffany Ballard) 

330 Country Lane 
Hartwell, GA  30643 

706-377-4559 
Brittani joins us through baptism 

  

 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business 

on Sunday night, January 17, 2010.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham called the meeting to order and served as 

moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented typed copies of the min-

utes for November 22, 2009 business meeting.  There was a motion and 

second to accept as presented with no additions or corrections made.  Mo-

tion carried.   

 Greg Kay, Assistant Church Treasurer, presented a typed report for the 

period ending December 31, 2009.  There was a vote of approval from 

church body to accept this report as presented. 

 There was no old or unfinished business and the only new business was 

a motion from Deacons, Maintenance Committee and Finance Committee 

to purchase two water fountains for upstairs and downstairs at a cost of 

$1,590.00 installed.  There was a vote of approval to accept this motion. 

 No other business or reports were given.  Motion to adjourn and sec-

ond was given.  Motion carried.                                                    7:20 pm  

Respectfully, 

        Lynda Moorhead, Church Clerk 

  

 

 

 

Michael & Meredith Certain 
290 Hill Rd. 

Canon, GA  30520 
706-599-9460 

Michael joins us by transfer from  
Pleasant Hill BC 

Meredith joins us by transfer from  
Lavonia First BC 



 The great revival under Jonathan Ed-
wards in the 18th century, began with his 
famous call to prayer.  The tremendous 
work of grace among the Native -American  
Indians under David Brainerd had its  
origin in the days and nights that Brainerd 
spent before God in prayer.  Another  
remarkable display of Godõs reviving power 
broke out in Rochester, N.Y. under Charles 
Finney and was attributed by Finney to the 
spirit of prayer that prevailed.  And the 
great revival of 1859 began in prayer and 
was carried on by prayer.  
 Last year, we experienced a great, old -
fashioned revival under Rev. Frank Shivers.  
Souls were saved, members were added to 
the church, and wayward believers were  
restored to fellowship with God.  But Frank 
Shivers did not bring revival.  God sent  
revival!   And He sent it because we sought 
Him out in heart -felt, sincere prayer.  God 
heard our cry, and He answered.  
 This year Rev. Terry Rainey will be our 
preacher for the week of March 21 -24, but 
just as Frank Shivers couldnõt bring revival, 
Terry Rainey cannot bring revival.   
Revival will only come when we want it bad 
enough to seek Godõs face in heart-felt 
prayer for it.  Frank Shivers said it best 
when he said that our revival last year was 
the result of preparation ñ particularly in 
the area of prayer.  
 I want it again, donõt you?  Then, letõs 
covenant together to Pray! Pray! Pray! ask-
ing God for that which we long for and 
which He desires to give ñ real, soul -
shaking, heart -melting, sin -killing, devil -
chasing, Spirit -filling REVIVAL!  
 Please make a commitment to not only 
pray for revival, but to be here every night 
you are physically able, and to invite some-
one.  

 In Christ ñ Bro. Jerry  

 On Sunday Evening, March 28th @ 
6 pm, Bethany Baptist Church will 
have the privilege of hosting Dr. 
Eugene Ashby.  Dr. Ashby is a  
graduate of Loyola University, Auburn 
University, the University of Notre 
Dame, and taught at GA Tech for 30 
years.  Dr. Ashby was also one of the 
scientists who served on a panel to 
study the Shroud of Turin (believed by 
many, including me, to be the burial 
cloth of Christ), and has led seminars 
all across the United Sates and in 
other countries.  Dr. Ashby will pre-
sent a graphic, yet, compelling pro-
gram on the Shroud, complete with 
slides. You donõt want to miss this! 
 Purposely scheduled the week  
before Easter, I am sure our hearts 
will be stirred by what we will learn 
about and from òThe Shroud of Turin!ó 

In Anticipation ñ Bro. Jerry  



Service Times: 

Sunday 

 March 21st 

11:00 am & 6:00 pm 

 

Monday ~ Wednesday 

March 22nd~24th 

7:00 pm 

Special Emphasis Nights 
Sunday AM ~ Sunday School High Attendance 

Sunday PM ~ òFamily Night Supperó 

Monday PM ~ òCountry Nightó 

Tuesday PM ~ òGirls Night Outó 

Wednesday PM ~ òYouth Nightó 

 



 I am sitting here wondering what to write in this monthôs newsletter; 

already past due. When I think about writing in the newsletter my mind 

goes back GROW. I want to thank our church for participating in GROW  

             as our fundamental outreach program. 

 This program, well the people that participate, has made a difference in our church and the lives of 

many people in this community and even the lives of people all throughout the country. Yes, you did read that 

right, the hands of the GROW ministry reach throughout the entire country. I have been thinking about how 

we can stretch out the hands of our church even more through the GROW ministry. I have been serving at the 

church for my ministry internship over the past couple of weeks and it has given me the opportunity to think of 

how we can make the GROW ministry better. Yes, for yôall that did not know, I am working at the church more 

for my school internship. I have been able to learn a lot more about the ministry and the inner workings of the 

church. Anyway, the best way I can think of to further the GROW ministry is to involve the Sunday school pro-

gram. Over the next several weeks, there will be an opportunity to put in your care requests and prospect infor-

mation in your Sunday school class. We want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to share their prayer 

requests so we can pray for or visit the person you have concerns about. 

The only thing that will keep our GROW ministry from increasing its influence and doing more for the 

kingdom of God is your participation. The people that sacrifice an hour a month to pray for your concerns or 

write letters or call or visit need your help. You know who you are. There are probably many of you that have 

thought about the GROW ministry, think it is good for our church, but have not stepped forward to volunteer 

your time for whatever reason. There are also some of you that know there are cards sent, people being prayed 

for and visited, but you really do not know how it happens. The best solution I can give is to come and see. We 

have three teams of dedicated people that take the cares and concerns that we have and pray for them, write, 

call, and even visit the people that burden your heart. I want you to know that the best thing you could do for 

those is to join this ministry and show the community around us that you care enough to take your time to pray 

for them. 

To join a GROW team or to come and see what it is all about please contact me, Luther Thomason 706-

371-2881, and I can point you in the right direction. I promise you will not regret your decision. Come be the 

hands and feet of God. Again, I want to thank all of those dedicated GROW members that do Godôs work each 

Monday night.                            In His service, 

Luther Thomason, GROW Director and Ministry Intern 

 

Where's the Fire?  
Revelation 3:16, " But since you are like lukewarm water, neither 

hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! �³���1�/�7 
Have you ever heard the expression "the fire has gone out?"  Some-
times people apply that term to their job. Some use this language in 
reference to their marriage. The phrase simply means that one loses 
heart in the ongoing struggles of life, whatever the situation.  It is 
easy to lose heart in the Christian life. A few failures, a few  
setbacks, or a few heartaches can cause us to lose our fire. Our love 
for Christ is still flickering but the fire that once roared in us is 
now just a small flame.  The Lord doesn't want us to lose our fire. He 
wants us to live in the fire. So, today, if your flame is low, do some-
thing about it. Start talking to the Lord again. Pick up His promises 
and believe them again. Many people will feel your heat. "One  
failure does not make a person a failure; one success does not make 
a person a success."     (Max Lucado)(Pastorlife)  
                                                                                                        In His Grip, Britt  


