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Thoughts from my Heart  

 If you could live your life over, would you do anything differently?  I would.  If I could live my life over, I 

would be a better son.  I would listen more to my parents.  In fact, I would try to write down or remember 

every nugget of wisdom they gave me. 

 I would be a better student.  I would study harder, listen to my teachers, and apply myself more in school. 

 I would be a better brother to my siblings and let them know their big brother loves them and they could 

count on me. 

 I would be a better friend to those who have considered me their friend, and be there for them, not only in 

the good times, but in the bad times as well. 

 I would be a better husband to my wife, and try to understand her more and help her more. 

 I would be a better father to my sons, spend more time with them and teach them the true values of life.  

 And I would be a better Christian.  I would try to live my life in such a way that God would always be glo-

rified. 

 No.  I haven't lived a perfect life, but, other than Jesus, who has?  And, yes, I have made a lot of mistakes 

but there are at least three things I did right: 

 First, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I was only 10 years old at the time, but that was the 

best thing I have ever done.  Has it been a perfect relationship?  Heavens no!  The only part of my Christian 

life that is perfect is Jesus!  I am sinful, vile, and wretched.  I fail Jesus often. 

 Secondly, I answered His call upon my life to become a preacher of the gospel.  Iôll never understand why 

He chose me, but He did.  The only regret I have is that I did not surrender to His call sooner.  Has my min-

istry been without its flaws?  No!  I am just a man, and as such I mess up.  I try to be sensitive to the Holy 

Spirit, but occasionally I allow the old flesh to cause problems. 

 The third thing I did right was to marry Dianne King.  Does that mean that our marriage has been per-

fect?  Not on your life!  Just ask anybody that knows us.  We butt heads like most husbands and wives.  But 

Dianne and I made a commitment to each other and to God, and we take that seriously.  We have problems 

just like any other marriage, but we are committed to work through those problems.  Thatôs what real love 

does!  Before my father died, I remember someone asked him in the hospital the secret to his and Momôs long 

marriage together, and he said, ñJust love each other!ò  I have thought about that answer and, you know, he 

was right!  And thatôs what Dianne and I have tried to do.  As a result, God has blessed us with almost 36 

years of marriage, two wonderful sons, one daughter-in-law, one grandson, another grandson on the way, 

and a future daughter-in-law with the promise of more grandchildren.  Yes, itôs going to get even better! 

 Because of Valentineôs Day, February is known as the ñLove Month,ò and if I could give just one piece of 

advice to all you who are married, it would be the words of my dear sweet Dad, ñJust love each other!ò 

 Happy Valentineôs Day ð Bro. Jerry  

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 
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 We have finished an-

other great year of GROW 

ministry. When I think of 

programs and ministries I 

think of people. Without the people that participate in the 

GROW ministry it would not exist. I just want to take this time 

to thank all of the participants in our GROW ministry that make 

it possible to touch all of the lives we have. We have ministered 

to people as far away as Texas and Illinois and as close as the 

churchôs backdoor. We have ministered to literally thousands of 

people over the past year and want to minister to more this year. 

We celebrated the work of the members of GROW in our an-

nual banquet on Jan. 23rd. We had great food that was provided 

by, Jason Sanders and Nancy Bowen (both with the help of oth-

ers), which are GROW members themselves. We had great fel-

lowship and just an all around good time. The members of 

GROW provided their own entertainment with our churchôs 

version of ñFamily Fuedò which we called ñGROW Fued.ò 

Everyone seemed to have a great time. I say all that to say this; 

it is enrollment time for GROW and as you can see we do seri-

ous work for the Kingdom of God but we have a blast doing it. 

On the comment cards, filled out by the members of the GROW 

teams, the number one positive comment about GROW was the 

fellowship. Sign up today to be a part of one of our GROW 

teams, I promise you will not regret your decision. Please con-

tact Luther Thomason at 706-371-2881 to join GROW or to get 

more information about what GROW is all about. 

 



Stewardship Corner 

Financial Peace Class - Feb 7th, 21st, and 28th 

*Listen to Dave Ramsey on 810 AM Royston - 9:00am to noon* 

The Truth About Budgeting from daveramsey.com on 03 Aug 2009  
 

Myth: I don't have time to work on a budget.  Truth: You don't have time not to make a budget!  
 The dreaded "B" word. Budget. The only other word that starts with "B" that might generate a worse reaction in most people is the 
word bankruptcy. 
 Unfortunately, the word budget has gotten a bum rap ς it is basically just a PLAN. When you budget, you're spending on paper, on 
purpose, before the month begins. But many people view a budget as a straight jacket that keeps them constrained. Freedom and 
budget just don't seem to go together. 
 However, when you see that a budget is just spending your money with intention, you'll actually experience more freedom than 
before. Many people say they've found even more money when they created a realistic budget and stuck with it. 
 Here are some pointers:  

¶ Give it three to four months to start working. It won't be perfect the first time you do it. 

¶ Spend every dime on paper before the month begins. 

¶ Over-fund your groceries category. Most people underfund that category. 

¶ Husbands (if applicable) need to loosen up and quit using the budget as a whipping tool on their wives. 

¶ If married, spouses need to do the budget together. The preacher said "... and you are ONE." 
 When you are spending your money on purpose, you will be on your way to a Total Money Makeover. You will be on the road to 
changing your family tree forever! 

February  

  3 Club  

10 Club - Store Night 

17 No Club - Winter Break 

24 Club - Grand Prix Workshop 

27 Saturday Grand Prix 

 You know, Iôm rarely ever on time with my newsletter articles.  I usually send it a few days past Micheleôs 
deadline.  Iôm even later this time.  But I think there is a reason why I kept forgetting to do the article when I 
was at my computer.  Iôm hopeful that by sharing this I might be able to share my insights with someone else 
who might be struggling with letting God do things in His time.  
 Today, as I was preparing lunch for my little daycare darlings (wink, smile) the wind blew a tree over and the 
top of the tree came crashing through the window of my daycare room. My kids were screaming and crying.  
There was glass all across the middle of the room.  My kids were at either end of the room out of harmôs way.  
Now I truly know what God means when He says in all things give thanks.  Forget about the window and the 
section of the playground fence that were demolished.  They can easily be replaced.  Thank you God for pro-
tecting my kids today.  
 Iôve been struggling with something personally and wondering about Godôs timing of things.  I know He 
knows best but it is so hard to wait and let God do things that need to be done in His time and not mine.  Today 
taught me that Godôs timing is always perfect.  He knew that the tree would fall through that window today.  
BUT, he let the tree fall when my kids werenôt close enough to it to be hurt from the shattering glass.  Thank 
you God for protecting my kids today.  Thank you God for showing me that your timing is always perfect.  
 We have our BIG Grand Prix event coming up this month when timing could mean the difference between 
first place and last place in the race.  Of course, racing is most of the fun.  Winning is just icing on the cake.  
We have a workshop planned for February 24th which is just a few days before the race.  Kids can paint their 
cars or put stickers on if they bring their cars already painted.  We can check your carôs weight and dimensions 
so you can be sure youôre good to go when you come in for registration.  Weôre planning to do things a little dif-
ferently this year to help us get the race started on time so be sure to look at any notices you might get in the 
mail or on club night.   
 Weôre also having store night on the 10th.  If any Sparks and T&T clubbers want to put shares towards the 
purchase of a car, we will certainly let you do that.  I would love for everyone who wants to race to be able to 
have a car kit.   
 In the words of Gordon Dill from the Channel 4 morning news, have a SUPER FANTASTIC February! 

In His Service, 
Stacey Carey, Awana Director 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business 

on Sunday night, December 27, 2009.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham called the meeting to order and served as 

moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented a typed report of the 

minutes of the November 22, 2009 meeting and the 

December 6, 2009 called meeting.  There was a motion and second to ac-

cept this report with no additions or corrections made.  Motion carried. 

 Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented a typed report of the finan-

cial information for period ending November 30, 2009.  There was a vote 

of approval from the church to accept this report. 

 One item of new business from Deacons and Pastors was presented.  A 

motion to send $200 to the Hebron Baptist Association for Christmas bo-

nuses for Association Missionary, Steve Ferguson and for Association 

Secretary, Debbie Chastain.  This would come from budget line item:  

Missions, Hebron Association.  There was a vote of approval from the 

church body to accept this motion. 

 There was no other business given and motion to adjourn and second 

was given.  Motion carried.       7:00 pm          Respectfully, 

Lynda Moorhead, Church Clerk 

 

 

 I hope everyone is packed and ready to set sail on ñThe 

Love Boatò. I am very excited about this years Valentines 

Banquet and I trust that you are too. February is the month 

of ñloveò, and love is the greatest gift anyone can give. 

Someone said that married love is like a three ring circus. 

First comes the engagement ring; second comes the wedding 

ring; and, lastly comes the suffe - ring! With Jesus, suffer-

ing was central to His love for us.  

 John 3:16, ñFor God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.ò NKJV  

 Our home has always been full of love. We have always 

been able to express our love for one another. Mandy and I 

are always showing and telling each other and our children 

that we love them. The sad fact is that not everyone feels 

loved. Often I meet people that do not have any assurance 

that they are loved.  

 Every person in this world should know they are loved. 

The truth is that Jesus Christ so loved all of us that He 

came into this world to die for our sins. No one ever loved 

us that much. The fact that many feel unloved is an indict-

ment to Christian people everywhere. We should be sharing 

Christ's love with everyone.  

 Do you feel loved today? Let me assure you that you are 

loved!!! If no one has told you today that you are loved, 

let me be the first. You have been so loved that God sent 

His Son, Jesus, into this world to be crucified for your 

sins. Call on Him today and allow His love in your life. Let 

me also assure you that I love you. This note is my way of 

sharing love with you. If you are a believer, please take 

time out of your busy day to ask someone, "Do you know 

you're loved?" Let the people around you hear you say "I  

love you!" You can change a life today.  

In His Grip,  

Britt  





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
1 
 

GROW 
G-Team 

7 pm 

2 3 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 
 

4   
Women of Praise 7 pm 

5 

 
6 

Valentineõs  
Banquet 

òThe Love Boató 
6 pm 

 

7  
 Menõs Ministry  

Coffee & Comments 
8 am  

 

 
 

 
 

 

8            
 

GROW 
R-Team  

7 pm 

9        

WMU 
7 pm 

 
 

 
 

 

 

10 
 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 
 

 
 

11 

 
Deacons Mtg.  

6:30 pm  
 

 
 

 

12 

Vans  Reserved 
13 

 

FLC Reserved 
 

14          

FLC Reserved 
 
 

Prayer Rally  at  
Cornerstone BC 

PM Service 

15 

GROW 
O-Team  

7 pm 

16 

 

 

 

17     
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 

18  

JOY Club  
3 pm 

 
 

Womenõs Ministry 
Mtg. 7 pm 

19 

Vans  Reserved 
20 

FLC Reserved 
 

21           
 

Baby Shower for  
Adam & Amber 

Moss 
2-4pm in FLC 

 

PM Business Mtg. 

 

22 

 
 

 

23 

 
 

 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 
 
 

25 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

26 

 

  

27 

AWANA  

Grand Prix 

 

28 

 

 

 
 

      

       

       

            Sunday Services  
     9:45 AM   Sunday School 
   10:45 AM    Choir Assembly                         
   11:00 AM    Morning Worship  
     6:00  PM    Evening Worship 

Deacons of the Month  
Marlon Gibbs  

706-376-1998 
William Stowe  

706-376-8224 
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Set up in Gym/FLC for 

Valentineôs Banquet  


