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Thoughts from my Heart  

  As we approach the New Year, O canôt help but think about the past.  With the advancement of time, we have made great 
progress in technology and medicine.  Those are the good things.  When I was a kid we did not have cell phones.  Heck, we were 

lucky to have a landline in our homes.  And, then, someone else usually shared the same line with you!  Our televisions were 

small, round-faced, in black and white, and usually had a lot of interference and snow on all three channels!  We never even saw 

a computer!  That was something on a science fiction movie!  And we didnôt have video games.  We played outside!  Can you 

believe that?  We played from daylight to dark, and in the summertime our feet got so nasty from going barefoot, it looked like 

we had a pair of socks on! Then, we would all go in the house and take a bath in the same water!  I think about the 50ôs when I 

was in grammar school and how safe and secure we felt.  Much of the time we walked to school (about 3 miles).  I remember my 

brother and I riding our bicycles 4 to 5 miles to town to go to the dime store (H.L. Greenôs & Woolworthôs).  We didnôt worry 

about anyone trying to hurt us.  We used to go to the Criterion Theater on Saturday mornings to watch a black and white horror 

picture (Frankenstein, Dracula, etc.) or a western for 15 cents.  It was a safe time.  You never heard much of pedophiles, rapists, 

murderers, etc.  And when you did, it was far off ð usually up north somewhere.  Heck, we didnôt even lock our doors most of 

the time. 

 In the 60ôs, during my teen years, things had changed somewhat.  We had to be a little more careful.  The Hippie Movement 

and the drug scene had enveloped the country.  The decade started innocent enough but by the late 60ôs it had become a rebel-

lious time.  However, we could still go cruising and sit at the Belvedere Shopping Center or Essieôs Drive-in with no fear of any-

one getting hurt or killed.  There were no gangs, or anti-establishment riots in small-town Anderson.  It was the Muscle Car era 

and most kids just wanted to show off their wheels.  In Jr. high and High School, boys had to wear button-up shirts with collars, 

the tails had to be tucked in, and no shorts!  Girls had to wear skirts or dresses ð no pants and no shorts or anything revealing.  

And you had to respect the teachers and the rules or you would be expelled! 

 The 70ôs were even more different.  Television and movies had become more irreverent.  Drugs were on the increase, and as 

a result, crime was on the increase. We began hearing of more murders, rapes, and things that we didnôt hear of in the 50ôs and 

60ôs.  Dianne and I were newly married, and the apartment complex we lived in was relatively a safe place to live.  Itôs not any-

more.  Anderson had changed greatly.  With the growth of industry and commercialism came the growth of evil and mayhem. 

 In the 80ôs, we would not let our children out of our sight.  We lived one mile from their grammar school, but we didnôt dare 

let them walk to school.  We locked our doors every time we left the house, every night, and most of the time when we were at 

home.  And we were just one block from the Sheriffôs office.  Too much meanness was going on.  We feared for our childrenôs 

safety ð so we kept tight reigns on them. 

 The 90ôs brought with it gangs and even more anti-Christian values.  Today, instead of freedom of religion ð the ACLU 

preaches freedom from religion!  Since the removal of prayer from our schools in 1963, crime, drugs, irreverence, lack of re-

spect for authority, ad rebellion are out of control!  Nine years ago we entered the 2000ôs and the increase continues. 

 Now, I didn't write all of this to depress you.  I wrote it to tell you that this could be our finest hour!  Philippians 2 tells us to 

conduct ourselves as Christians ñThat ye may be blameless and harmless, children of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shall shine as lights in the world!ò (Phil. 2:15) 

 Yes, things have gotten darker and more sinful in this world, but that is all the more reason for us to shine!  Jesus said (Matt. 

5:14), ñYe are the light of the world.ò  We must do our best to reach as many people as we can in 2010.  Why?  Because this 

could be our last year!  We donôt know when Jesus will come, but one day there is going to be the last soul saved.  Until that 

time, letôs shine!  Letôs reach everyone we can with the gospel of Christ!  Letôs shine the love of Christ wherever we go.  As the 

song says, ñLet it shine!  Let it shine!  Let it shine!                                                             In Christ ð Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 



*Candy Ballard        1/1 
*Beverly Ferguson       1/1 
*Devin Glenn        1/1 
Peyton Donald        1/2 
*Emilie Hilley         1/2 
*Amy Parker          1/4 
Emilee Sanders        1/4 
Adam Moss         1/5 
*Kayla Vickery        1/5 
*Barry Harris         1/6 
*Mollie Johnson        1/6 
*Chad Singleton       1/6 
*Paul Agnew         1/7 
*James David        1/7 
*Sonya Hackett        1/7 
*Peggy Kay         1/7 
*Larry Brown         1/9 
Madison Johnson       1/9 
*Roger Bowen        1/10 
Ayden Thomason       1/10 
*Charles Gibson        1/11 
*Ed & *Paula Jones      1/11 
Richard & Anne Bielski      1/12 
Blake & *Tina Miller       1/12 
*Georgie Moorhead      1/13 
*Jennifer Thomason       1/14 
*Jeff Brown          1/15 
*Caleb Durham        1/15 
*Pat & *Jane Holmes      1/15 
Meagan Scott        1/16 
*William & *Nina Stowe      1/17 
*Tim & *Michele Shepherd     1/18 
*Brenda Powell        1/19 
*Brian Ashworth        1/20  
*Tina Miller          1/20  
*Ray & *Bonnie Holland     1/21 
Steve Adams         1/22 
*Nikki Hancock         1/22 
Toby Lovelace        1/22 
*Beverly Scott        1/24 
Levi Ballard          1/27 
*Dallas Hancock       1/27 
*Rita Cole          1/28 
*Paige Ballard        1/28 
*Marlene Floyd         1/28 
Caleb Miller          1/28 
Emily Miller          1/28 
*Bradley & Tamme Sanders   1/28 
*Ray Holland         1/29 
*Martha Sue Kelly       1/31 
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Men's Ministry Breakfast 

Sunday Jan 6th - 8:00am-9:00am -  

We are taking a breakfast road trip to 

 "The Way" church as they are returning the favor of 

cooking us breakfast.  Please make plans to attend 

this opportunity for food and fellowship.  "The 

Way" brought close to 20 men to our church so let's 

have a nice showing over there as well.  You will be 

blessed and also you being there  

will encourage someone else.   

     

 

 

 

  

 

Please welcome the following new member by drop-
ping them a note or giving them a call to let him 
know how happy we are that they have joined our 

 

Brittani Ballard  
(Daughter of Billy & Tiffany Ballard) 

330 Country Lane 
Hartwell, GA  30643 

706-377-4559 



January  

 6 Club - Begin Attendance/Uniform Contest 

13 Club - Grand Prix Car Kits on Sale 

20 Arctic Night 

27 Club - Reward Night for contest winners 

 Two thousand and ten or Twenty -Ten?  Have you thought about how youôll say 2010 in the New Year?  Regard-
less of how weôll say 2010, itôs here.  Are you thinking about everything you want to do differently in the coming 
year?  Youôre not alone.   
 When we were growing up, we always had collard greens, black-eyed peas and cornbread every New Yearôs Day.  
Supposedly, if you started the New Year off with that meal, you would have more wealth in the coming year.  It did-
nôt work.  But, you know what, we didnôt care.  My mom and dad struggled every year until Tracey and I were in 
high school.  I donôt remember the struggle so much as I remember everything we came up with to do that involved 
spending time together.  Oh, the joy of having sisters and a brother.  Granted, I didnôt always think it was joyful.  
We had some real knock-down, drag-outs growing up.  But, I have memories that will always mean more to me than 
any amount of money.   
 All that said, to say this.  One of the things Iôd like to change this year is to realize that the things we can buy for 
ourselves and/or our family really donôt give us happiness or create memories.  Our most treasured memories are 
the things that come free in life, like time spent together.  And I canôt say that without saying that one way you can 
spend time with your children is studying Bible verses.  The kids always have a much easier time reciting verses on 
Wednesday nights when they have already studied at home.  
 Okay, on to the happenings in Awana this month.  
 Weôre having a contest to see if the Sparks or the T&T group will have the most registered clubbers in attendance 
and in uniform on January 6th, 13th, and the 20th. The group with the highest percentage of clubbers in attendance 
and wearing uniforms will have a Reward Night on the 27th.  
 Our Grand Prix car kits will also go on sale this month on the 13th.  If you ordered a kit last year but didnôt enter 
the race,  you can use that kit.  However, remember that itôs against the rules to use a car that has been in the race 
in previous years.  Weôll be sending home order forms with more info regarding cost.  Our race is scheduled for Sat-
urday, February 27th.   
 Arctic Night will be on January 20th.  The challenge on this night for the Sparks and T&T clubbers will be to wear 
as many layers of clothing as you can get on your body.  Donôt forget to wear your uniform under all the layers! 
Clubbers receive extra shares when they participate on Theme Nights and there will be a special prize for the clubber 
who wears the most layers. 
 I wish you all a great January and more time to spend with your families making memories.   
 
In His Service, 
Stacey Carey, Awana Director 

 
2009-2010 Awana Directors, Leaders, and Helpers  
 

Commander , Stacey Carey 
Game Director , Shannon Carey / Asst. Game Director, Mike Cole 
Secretary , Tracey Tomlin 
Store Director , Talicia Peeples / Asst. Store Director, Rhonda Weaver 
 

Puggles:  Susan Gibbs, Christi Sanders, Tara Whitmire        

Cubbies:   Peggy Kesler, William & Kathy Cothran, Jennifer Donald,  Janna Ertzberger, Lisa Fleming,  

     Nikki Hancock 

Sparks:   Angie Jones, Patti Brown, Kayla Fleming, Sandra Fleming, Joanie Haley, Jason Sanders,  

    Sarah Snow  Helpers:  Nikki and Kaitlyn Grizzle, Taylor Ginn 

T&T:   Beth Kay, Kim Adams, Valerie Osborne, Jennifer Thomason 

             Brian Ashworth, Marlon Gibbs, Herb Hornick, Dustin Strickland 

Trek:  Luther Thomason, Laurie Adams, Kay Ankerich, Michele Shepherd        

Journey:   Britt Ginn, Nancy Bowen, Caleb Durham, Mandy Ginn, Angela Kay Helper:   Willie Hancock 

Awana Teachers:  Rita Cole, Heather Hunnicutt, Susan Parker 

Subs:  Laura Beth Kay, Sandra Vickery 



 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business session on Sunday night, October 18, 

2009.  Pastor Jerry Durham called the meeting to order and served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented written minutes for September 20, 2009 business meeting and 

also the Annual Church Profile Letter for 2008-2009 that is sent each year to the Associa-

tion.  This report included highlights, but a copy of the entire report is available in the 

church office.  Motion to accept as presented was given along with a second, motion carried. 

  Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented a printed financial report for the period ending September 30, 

2009.  There was a vote of approval to accept this report as given. 

 There was no business and no other reports given.  Motion to adjourn with second and motion carried.  

7:00 pm 

 

 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business session on Sunday night, November 22, 2009.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham called the meeting to order and served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented written minutes for October 18, 2009 business meeting.  Motion to accept as presented 

with no addition or corrections made.  Motion was given along with a second, motion carried. 

  Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented a printed financial report for the period ending October 31, 

2009.    There was a motion and second to accept this policy.  Motion carried. 

New Business: 

Motion from Deacons and Childrenôs Department Directors along with approval of Finance Committee to pur-

chase a table and 20 small chairs at a cost of $555.00 plus tax to be taken from New Equipment line.  There was a 

vote of approval from church body to make this purchase. 

 No other business was presented and motion to adjourn was entertained and carried.                    7:07 pm 

 

 Bethany Baptist Church was called into special business on Sunday night, December 6, 2009.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham moderated and presented a motion from the Deacons to purchase a water fountain for the Family Life 

Center at a cost of approximately $800.00.  There was a vote of approval from the church body to make this pur-

chase. 

 Meeting adjourned.                                                 6:50 pm 

 

 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business session on Sunday night, November 22, 2009.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham called the meeting to order and served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented written minutes for October 18, 2009 business meeting.  Motion to accept as presented 

with no addition or corrections made.  Motion was given along with a second, motion carried. 

 Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented a printed financial report for the period ending October 31, 2009. 

There was a vote of approval to accept this report as given.  Barry also shared the new policies and procedures 

for the Audio/Visual Fund started October 4, 2009.  There was a motion and second to accept this policy.  Motion 

carried. 

New Business: 

Motion from Deacons and Childrenôs Department Directors along with approval of Finance Committee to pur-

chase a table and 20 small chairs at a cost of $555.00 plus tax to be taken from New Equipment line.  There was a 

vote of approval from church body to make this purchase. 

 No other business was presented and motion to adjourn was entertained and carried. 

7:07 pm 

 

 Bethany Baptist Church was called into special business on Sunday night, December 6, 2009.  Pastor Jerry 

Durham moderated and presented a motion from the Deacons to purchase a water fountain for the Family Life 

Center at a cost of approximately $800.00.  There was a vote of approval from the church body to make this pur-

chase. 

 Meeting adjourned.                                    6:50 pm 

Respectfully, 

Lynda Moorhead, Church Clerk 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

Sunday School Teachers 2009-2010 
 

Nursery/Creepers ï Patti Brown and Jennifer Donald    

   Asst. ï Nancy Bowen & Laura Beth Kay   

Toddlers/2 yrs. ï Julie Brown & Jennifer Thomason 

   Asst. ï Rita Cole & Kelley Mize 
 

Preschool/3 & 4 yrs. ï Angie Jones & Trish Turner 

   Asst. ï Sonya Hackett & Clare Ray 
 

Kindergarten/1st Grade ï Michele Shepherd and Rhonda Weaver 

   Asst. ï Brenda Milner & Peggy Kesler 
  

2nd & 3rd Grade ï Margie Milford & Janet Vickery 

                 Asst. ï Kathy Corbett, Sandra Ray, & Sarah Snow 
 

4th & 5th Grade ï Laurie Adams & Tracey Tomlin 

   Asst. ï Kathy Cothran & Tara Whitmire 
 

Middle School/6th-8th Grades ï Stacey Carey & Marlon Gibbs 

   Asst. ï William Cothran 
 

High School/9th-12th Grades ï Caleb Durham and Angela Kay 

   Asst. ï Mandy Ginn 
 

College & Career/19-25 yrs. ï Gina Weaver 

   Asst. ï Kayla Fleming 
 

Co-Ed/26-34 yrs. ï Dustin Strickland 

   Asst. ï Justin Corbett 
 

Co-Ed/35-50 yrs. ï Beth Kay 

   Asst. ï Keith Fleming & Max Milford 
 

Women/26-45 yrs. ï Joyce Ashworth & Susan Parker 
 

Women/46-60 yrs. ï Janice David & Marlene Floyd 
    

Co-Ed/51 yrs. & Up ï Roy Crocker 

   Asst. ï William H. Stowe 
 

Men/26-60 yrs. ï Wayne Floyd & Jimmy Sanders 
 

Women/61-72 yrs. ï Margaret Martin 

   Asst. ï Modena Fleming 
 

Men/60 yrs. & Up ï Mike Cole 

   Asst. ï Marvin Scott 
 

Women/73 yrs. & Up ï Sandra Vickery 

   Asst. ï Lynda Moorhead 

 

Floating Assistants for Childrenôs Classes:  Mike Tomlin & Nikki Hancock 
 

Sunday School: 

 Director:  Wayne Floyd 

 Asst. Director:  Mike Tomlin 

 Sunday School Clerks:  David Bryant, Lynn Moorhead, David Ray 
 

Donôt be afraid, Iôve redeemed you.  

Iôve called your name. Youôre mine.  

When youôre in over your head, Iôll be there with you. 

When youôre in rough waters, you will not go down. 

When youôre between a rock and a hard place, 

it wonôt be a dead end ï  

Because I am God, your personal God. 
                                                           ï Isaiah 43:1b-3a, The Message 

Take a moment 

sometime during 

the month of 

January and tell 

a teacher how 

much you  

appreciate them 

for all their hard 

word work,  

dedication and 

service to the 

Lord and to 

Bethany.   



This has been a great year for our church and GROW has been no different. Our church and the Kingdom of God 

have reaped the rewards from our GROW program. We have seen people come to know the Lord, people have joined 

our fellowship at Bethany, and many people have been cared for and ministered to through our GROW program. We 

should only expect greater things from the GROW program in the year to come. Frankie and Tamara Johnson, and 

Willie Hancock have joined GROW and you need to put your name in the hat along with these. If you want to join 

GROW please talk to me or our GROW captains; Michele Shepherd (G), Julie Brown (R), or Susan Parker (O) for 

more information about GROW. If you do not feel like you are able to physically help GROW on a Monday night dur-

ing the month, please fill out a GROW care card each week during the morning worship service. Remember to write 

down any prayer request or prospect you may know. Please include all information you have including address. Also 

if you know someone who is unsaved or unchurched please write that name and address also. Continue to be in 

prayer for our church and the GROW program and its members in the New Year. Praise God for the days we have 

had and praise Him for the days to come. 

                 With all the love I have to give, 

               Luther Thomason 

 Januaryéa time of new beginnings and resolutions to make the coming year more healthy, more pro-

ductive, and definitely more memorable than the previous years.  The Childrenõs Department has the 

same attitude!  

 You will soon notice the renovations made upstairs in the Kids Cove thanks to some men and women in 

our congregation, giving of their time and talents to improve our facilities.  Also, we want to meet with 

all our parents, teachers and volunteers in the coming month to get your ideas of ways to improve our 

childrenõs department.  We have great teachers, volunteers, and of course, children, but we want to 

make sure the children get the best foundation grounded in Jesus Christ during this formable time in 

their young lives.  There is NO better objective for our department!  

 In closing, please realize that time spent with these children will bless your life.  You may never know 

what God has in store when you share your time volunteering to plant seeds for His kingdom.  Your re-

ward IS in heaven!  

Thanks for your prayers and service,  

Ashley Strickland, Childrenõs Department Co- Director  

 Wow! Another year has come and gone and 2010 is staring us in the face. Usually during the month of De-
cember I began to reflect on the year that is almost gone. Some memories make me smile, while others bring 
tears to my eyes. God has reminded me over and over during the last few weeks just how blessed me and my 
family are.  When a new year arrives there are many resolutions that we make, some we keep, and others fall to 
the side. These resolutions change from year to year but there is one constant unchanging thing ñ  

Malachi 3:6a "For I am the LORD, I do not change; NKJV  
 As I continue through life, I am amazed at the things that change. We all know that we must be prepared 
to change. Some people enjoy the energy that change brings. Others hate to change a thing. It is clear that we 
are changing every day of our lives. Circumstances and situations change sometimes from moment to moment.  
 For the believer, the security of change is this fact; the Lord does not change. No matter how things 
change around us, we have an anchor. His name is Jesus. He is the Rock to which we are secured. Let the 
winds of change blow all around us, He never moves and we are in Him."Change" may be the characterization 
of your life right now. Don't let òchangeó change you. Keep your heart and eyes on the Lord. He never moves 
and in the middle of the darkest storm He is always there. Call on Him and feel His security take hold.  
 The next few months are very busy for the student ministry here at Bethany. On Feb. 6 th  we will have our 
annual Valentines Banquet, the theme this year is òThe Love Boató. We are doing the tickets a little different 
this year. We only have 250 seats available so get your tickets while you can. Come out and enjoy a great eve-
ning of fun. Happy New Year!  

                                                      In His Grip ~ Britt  





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
   

 
 1 

New Yearõs  
Day 

2 

 

3    Menõs Ministry 
Coffee & Comments 

8 am @ The Way 
 

 
 

Cricket Lee  
in Concert  

@ 6 pm 
 

4            

GROW 
G-Team 

7 pm 
 
 

5        

WMU 
7 pm 

 
 

 
 

 

 

6 
 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 
 

 
 

7 

 
 

 
 

 

8 

 
9 

GROW  

Banquet 

6 pm in FLC 

 

OFH Reserved 
 

10 
 FPC 

2:30 -4:30 pm  

 

FLC Reserved 
 

11 

GROW 
R-Team  

7 pm 

12 

 

 

 

13     
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 

14 

 
Deacons Mtg.  

6:30 pm  
 
 

15 

 
16 

FLC Reserved 
 

Chili  
Cook-Off  

6 pm  
17 

FPC 

2:30 -4:30 pm  

 
 

Kenny Owens 

Guest Speaker 

PM Service 
 

PM Business Mtg. 

18 

 
 

GROW 
O-Team  

7 pm 

19 

 
 

 
 
 

 

20 
 
 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 
 
 

21 

JOY Club  

3 pm 
 

Womenõs  
Ministry Mtg. 

7 pm 

22 

 

  

23 

 

24 

 

FPC 

2:30 -4:30 pm  

 
 

25 
 
 

 
 

26 27 
 
5:45 pm Family Night       
                       Supper 
6:30 pm  AWANA 
7:00 pm  Bible                    
                 Study 

28 
 

29 30 

31 
FPC 

2:30 -4:30 pm  

 

5th Sunday 
Night Singing 

      

       

            Sunday Services  
     9:45 AM   Sunday School 
   10:45 AM    Choir Assembly                         
   11:00 AM    Morning Worship  
     6:00  PM    Evening Worship 

Deacons of the Month  
Mark Brown   

706-377-5510 
Francis Ray  

706-376-8145 
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If you would like to receive email news from the 
churchôs website, please send your request to 

bethanybaptistchurch@hartcom.net.   


