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Thoughts from my Heart  

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 

 When I was small, our whole family always went together to look for a Christmas tree. In those days, 

we didnõt buy trees! We simply went out in to the woods and cut one down and took it home. However, it 

was a tedious job to find just the right tree. Back in those days, we only put up Cedar trees. It had to be 

shaped just right and the bigger the better! I remember how the fragrance of cedar would permeate the en-

tire house, signifying Christmas was near. 

 Once the tree was erected, and it was time to decorate it, we all took part. First were the lights ñ you 

know, the kind that if one went out, they all went out and you had to spend the rest of the afternoon trying 

to find which bulb was bad? And we also had bubble lights. As a kid, I thought they were wonderful. I 

could watch them for hours mesmerized in splendor. Evidently, it didn't take much to amuse me. 

 Then there were the ornaments: glass balls, bells, silver roping, candy canes, and the star on top. But 

one of the main things my Mom loved to put on the tree was tinsel icicles ñ you know ñ those long silver 

strands that came in a box. And they had to be put on the tree very carefully. We couldnõt just throw them 

on because they wouldnõt hang correctly. We hung them one at a time. We would cover the tree in those tinsel 

icicles, and it would be absolutely beautiful! 

 Those Cedar trees have since given away to Balsams, Firs, Pines, Cypress, and artificial trees. Now, 

instead of going out to the woods to get a tree, we go to a Christmas tree farm, or to a department store and 

buy one. The lights have changed; the ornaments have changed; and hardly anyone puts tinsel on their trees 

anymore. But it will always seem to me that the prettiest Christmas trees I have ever seen were the ones we 

had when I was a child! 

 But Christmas isnõt just about Christmas trees. It is about the first original Christmas gift! God gave 

His only begotten Son so that you and I might have everlasting life (John 3:16). The Bible says nothing 

about a Christmas tree ñ that is ñ unless you consider the tree that Christ died on for you and me. It  

didnõt have evergreen boughs adorned with glass balls and tinsel. It was rough and rugged, and probably 

blood stained from use. There was nothing beautiful about the cross. It was an instrument to be feared. 

There were no lights upon it except for the Light of the world! And it had no gift under it. The Gift was on 

it! You know ñ as I think about it, the cross is the most beautiful Christmas tree of all to me! I hope it is 

for you as well. 

 

Merry Christmas Bethany Family ñ Bro. Jerry 



*Jan Adams         12/1 
*Bradley Sanders        12/4 
*Janet Vickery         12/4 
Scott Johnson         12/5 
*Michael Osborne       12/5 
*Kay Sokol          12/5 
Seth Pearson         12/6 
*Caitlyn Ankerich        12/7 
*Kaleigh Ginn          12/7 
*Nina Stowe         12/8 
*Taylor Poole         12/8 
*Luther & *Jennifer Thomason    12/8 
*Melissa Black         12/9 
Ashton Jones         12/10 
*Gene Lewis         12/12 
Charles Alexander       12/13 
*Doris Moorhead         12/13 
*Elizabeth Stowe        12/13 
*Robin Bonnett         12/14 
*Kathy Cothran         12/14 
*Joel & *Sue Ankerich      12/16 
Jason Detter         12/16 
*Suzanne Lamb        12/17 
*Grady Gregg         12/17 
*Janice Johnson        12/17 
*Steve Mize          12/17 
*Christine Blomberg        12/18 
*Charles Corbett        12/19 
*Hunter Milford         12/19 
*Floyd & *Peggy Kay          12/20  
Jared Scott              12/20  
*Grady  & *JoAnn Gregg         12/21 
*Carly Turner          12/21 
*Sandy Banks             12/23 
*Van Hunnicutt             12/23 
*Peggy Kesler             12/23 
*Francis & *Louise Ray          12/24 
*Joel & *Evelyn Saxon          12/25 
*Dale & *Sue Banister          12/25 
*Nikki Grizzle          12/26 
*Thomas Lamb        12/26 
*Terry Nicholson         12/26 
Hudson Milner         12/27 
*Donald Ray         12/27 
*Hollie Sharpton         12/27 
*Zach Turner         12/27 
*Kristen Banks            12/28 
Josh Durham             12/28 
*Ashley Strickland            12/28 
*Roger  & *Nancy Bowen         12/29 
*Carol Ann Ray            12/30 
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 As I write this all I can think of is the last days of 
my educational process at Emmanuel. When I was 
growing up I loved December because it meant an ex-
tended break from school. I couldnôt wait until the mid-
dle of the month when school was winding down for the 
holidays. I was so excited to think about getting out for 
ñwinter break.ò  That is the feeling I am having right 
now. When most of you are reading this newsletter, I 
will be in the last days of my schooling at Emmanuel. I 
will have my last day at Emmanuel, December 7. It ex-
cites me just to think about it. It excites me more just to 
type it out on paper and know that the day is so close.  I 
just want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 
their support during my time in school. It really means a 
lot to me to know that you have stood behind me and 
helped support me and my family over the last three and 
a half years. I am free! 

 Thanks so much, 
Luther Thomason 

mailto:lutherthomason@gmail.com


A Message 

from  

Bro. Luther  

     

 

 
 

Please welcome the following new members 
by dropping a note to let them know how 
happy we are that they have joined our 

church family! 
 

 
Andrew Cole 

7436 Bowersville Hwy. 
Bowersville, GA  30516 

Drew joins us through baptism. 

 
 

Madison Johnson 
213 Joe Johnson Rd. 
Canon, GA  30520 

Madison joins us through baptism. 

 
 
Foster Children gifts are due  
Wednesday night, December 
1.  Please bring unwrapped gifts to 
the old Fellowship Hall.   Remem-
ber to label each gift with childôs 
first name and age.   If possible, 
please box as if ready to wrap and/
or place items together in a large 
bag.   Monetary donations, gift 
cards from local stores or restau-
rants and other gifts are still being 
accepted and will be much appre-
ciated.   Please see Tonya Fleming 
for more details.    Thanks for your 
generosity and support of this  
project sponsored by the Ladies 
Ministry.   

Thanks!  

Tonya  

 

 As I write this all I can think of is the last days of 

my educational process at Emmanuel. When I was  

          growing up I loved December  

         because it meant an extended  

             break from school. I couldnôt  

         wait until the middle of the   

         month when school was wind- 

        ing down for the holidays. I  

          was so excited to think  

            about getting out 

             for ñwinter break.ò 

            That is the  feeling I  

           am having right now.   

          When most of you are read- 

         ing this newsletter, I will be in 

the last days of my schooling at Emmanuel. I will 

have my last day at Emmanuel, December 7. It excites 

me just to think about it. It excites me more just to 

type it out on paper and know that the day is so close.  

I just want to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

for their support during my time in school. It really 

means a lot to me to know that you have stood behind 

me and help support me and my family over the last 

three and a half years. I am free! 

 Thanks So Much, 

Luther Thomason 
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December 5th @ 9:00 am 

Father & Son Breakfast 
 

January 9th @ 8:00 am 

 Coffee and Comments Breakfast 
 

January 28-29 th  

 +NGMMX )TMS .DM½R $NMEDQDMBD ¦ FBC Woodstock 

 

The Reason for the Seasoné 
Happy Birthday Jesus! 



                                                                       If I could wish for anything for Christmas, I would like to have the gift of an extra hour of sleep Monday 
thru Friday or maybe just Tuesday thru Friday because I would also like to have the gift of every Monday 
off of work.  Of course, that is a wish that I know Iôm very unlikely to receive.  
 
 My true Christmas wish would be for our Sunday School classes to be full every week.  I promise I wonôt 
get back on my soapbox again this month.  Itôs just hard to see how many kids miss Sunday School for 
this reason or that.  Itôs hard to see how much importance people put into other areas of their childrenôs 
lives but neglect the very area that will shape them into the person that God would have them to be.  
What could be more important than that?  Okay, so I guess I put one foot on the box, but Iôm stepping 
off now.   
 
For this monthôs newsletter,  our Sparks and T&T clubbers were given a question to answer:  If you could 
have one wish for Christmas, what would it be?  They were asked to think of something other than an 
item on their Santa List - something that might be helpful to someone else.  We had some interesting and 
thoughtful answers.   
 
As you read our clubbersô answers, think about your Christmas wish.  If it has anything to do with pleasing 
God and following the instruction he gives us in his Word, Iôll see you in Sunday School.    Proverbs 22:6 
 
 
In His Service, 
Stacey Carey, Awana Director                      
 

 

December  

  1 
Club - Sparks and T&T Ornament 
           Contest Begins 

  8 Club - Christmas Store Night 

15 
Club - Ornament Contest Ends 
           Christmas Celebration Night 

22 
29 

No Club 
Christmas Vacation 

 Club will resume on  
January 5, 2011  

Sparks and T&T Clubbers will 

earn one ornament for every two 

sections completed.  The orna-

ments will be placed on our 

Awana Christmas Tree. 

Sparks and T&T Clubbers 

will be selecting and wrap-

ping gifts for family mem-

bers and friends. 

Christmas Celebration at 

the end of our Club Night.  

The boy and girl from each 

participating club who has 

the most ornaments on our 

tree will be awarded a 

prize. 

 


