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Thoughts from my Heart  

 I donõt know about you, but I am looking forward to September. Why? Because maybe September will 
bring with it cooler temperatures. It has been hot! Too hot! And Iõm ready for some deer hunting weather! 

Speaking of deer hunting, entry forms for the Big Deer contest are available to all who would like to enter. The 

cost is $30, and the deadline for turning in the entry form is September 5.  The cost covers admission for you 

and a guest to our Sportsmenõs Banquet in March. We always have a good time at the banquets with good 

food, a time of worship, and lots of door prizes! Also, the contest winners will be announced at that time. 

 I have always loved hunting. When I was a kid, September meant that squirrel season was near. The first 

thing I bought when I went to work as a curb hop at Murphõs Grill, at 14 years old, was a Remington, 552 

Speedmaster, semi-automatic, 22 caliber rifle ñ the ultimate squirrel rifle in 1965! 

 Of course,  the game I hunt today is much larger. Now, instead of shooting game that is in the trees, I am in 

the trees shooting game that is on the ground. But I still love hunting. When I get out into the woods ñ it is a 

time of peace and contemplation for me. Itõs a time of escape from the rigors of life ñ a time to forget all my 

problems for a few hours ñ and a time to pray and think things out.  I blend into the environment and just en-

joy Godõs creation. If I should get a deer, thatõs just a plus. But for me, itõs not just about the kill; itõs about 

experiencing Godõs creation. Iõm 60 years old and I hope I never get tired of it. 

 I feel even more strongly about church. The Lord Jesus saved my soul when I was 10 years old, and from 

that point on, church became a very important part of my life. I pray and hope I never get too old to go to 

church. I love being with the Lordõs people in the Lordõs house on the Lordõs Day! The worship service is also a 

time of peace and contemplation for me, a time to escape the rigors of life, a time to forget all my problems for 

a while, a time to pray and fellowship with my brothers and sisters in Christ, a time to receive instruction and 

strength through the preaching of the Word, a time to just experience and enjoy God! 

 Church is where my strength is restored, my batteries are recharged, and my spirit is renewed! It is where my 

family gathers, My Father dwells, and my faith is made stronger. I love church. It is the highlight of my 

week. I look forward to worshipping our great God with His people. 

 What about you? If you do not enjoy being with your family (your brothers and sisters in Christ), if you do 

not look forward to worshipping your Heavenly Father in His house, and if you do not desire to hear His 

Word taught and preached ñ you had better check up on your salvation. The psalmist said, òI was glad 

when they said unto me, ôLet us go into the house of the Lordõ ó(Psalms 122:1). I know I am saved because I 

love the Father, I love you and I long to be in Godõs house with you every chance I can get. I hope you feel the 

same. 

Iõll Be Looking for You ñ In Church ñ Bro. Jerry 
 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 



*Roy & *Diane Crocker     9/1 
Adam & *Amber Moss     9/1 
*Sandra Ray         9/1 
*Clare Ray          9/1 
*David & *Marlene Bryant     9/2  
*Jimmy Hendrix        9/2  
*Molly Roth          9/2  
*Winona Weaver       9/3  
*David Bryant         9/3  
George & *Jan Adams     9/5  
*Jane Holmes        9/5  
*Rosemary Singleton      9/5  
David Milner          9/6  
*Ronnie Turner         9/6  
*Marisa King          9/8  
*Hayley Sanders       9/8  
*Hazel Seawright       9/8  
*Bob & *Janna Ertzberger    9/10  
*Sammy Johnson       9/10  
*Mandy Ginn         9/11 
*Andrew Mewborn       9/11 
*Tony Moorhead        9/11 
*Betty Fleming         9/12 
*Daniel Parker         9/12 
*Sandra Vickery        9/12 
*Eugene Brooks        9/13 
Troup Phillips         9/13 
*Brenda Harbin         9/14 
*Harlie McCurley        9/15 
*Britt Ginn          9/15 
*Ashley Watkins        9/16 
Farrah King          9/18 
*Ike & *Allison Temple      9/19 
*Sara Waring         9/20  
*Matthew Reynolds       9/21 
*Sue Banister        9/22  
Tamme Sanders        9/22  
*Luther Thomason       9/23  
*Sue Ankerich        9/24  
Jonah Hunnicutt        9/24  
*Morgan Donald        9/25  
*Margie Milford         9/25  
Jeremy & Mandy Vickery    9/25  
*Haleigh Adams       9/26  
*Kristen Taylor         9/26  
*Peggy Curley        9/28  
Chandler Smith        9/28  
Owen Smith         9/28  
*Mary McCurley        9/30  
*Lynn Moorhead        9/30  
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 Hey ~ Itõs been a long time since I have written 
anything for the Beacon. I feel like things at Bethany 
are going well. We are gaining new members and 
God is blessing us with His presence in all the  
services. Have you noticed how people are letting 
God lead them in the way He wants them to be?  
 I would like to say how proud I am of our choir for 
their willingness to serve God with their talents. It 
takes dedication to God to sing every Sunday in the 
choir. The time spent practicing on Sunday after-
noon is tiresome because of having to be at church 
at 5 pm, when they could be spending another hour 
at home.   
 I would like to extend an invitation to anyone  
willing to dedicate their time and talents to sing in 
the choir. Itõs an exciting way to serve the Lord, 
singing praises to His name!  
 Well, it is that time of year we begin to look for a 
Christmas Cantata. I like to begin practicing for this 
between the middle of September and the first of 
October.  I hope you will join in with the choir as we 
sing Godõs praises! 
 May God continue blessing Bethany Baptist 
Church and I know He will if we keep our eyes on 
Him.  

Singing His Praises,  
Roger Bowen  

 

mailto:lutherthomason@gmail.com


 

 

September 11 ~ MIX Workday ~ We will be painting the youth 
room, throwing away old junk, and making our room look like us ~ 
The Mix!  
September 12 ~ First monthly òSuper Second Sundayó ~ Come to 
morning services and stay the day to have some food, fellowship 
and fun.  
September 30 ~ The Mix Card money is due ~ Please sell these 
cards...they are going to help us continue to do activities 
throughout the year. Donõt forget cash money for the top three 
sellers ~ there is still time ~ donõt quit now! 
October 8 ~ Lock -In after Hart vs. Elberton football game.  
October 23 ~ Chicken Q ~ We are going to be selling chicken 
plates to raise money for Winter Xtreme and other upcoming 
events.  Your participation is required.  
December 29 -31 ~ Winter Xtreme!!!! ~ More information is coming 
soon. Cost per Mix member is $60.  Let your parents know so 
they can be prepared.  Sell òthem cardsó to get a discount on 
Xtreme price.  
 
Well the summer has come and gone, except for the hot weather. 

I just wanted to say we had a great summer. The Mix students 

had a great time at camp and tons of other activities throughout 

the summer. I want to again thank all those that helped make 

that possible for us. Now we have to say that school has started 

back. I know...but itõs not that  bad. Everyone is getting back into 

the habit of getting up early in the morning and getting to school 

before the bell rings. One of the good things about school start-

ing is that AWANA has also started. We have an awesome AWANA 

program here at Bethany. I just want to say that if your kids or 

kids you know are not involved with our AWANA program they 

are missing out and you need to get them started as soon as pos-

sible. The Mix is still going strong with some activities and mis-

sion work scheduled and we want everyone to come out and join 

the fun, learn about Jesus, and fellowship with everybody. Come 

join in the mix and you will be glad you did.  

Luther  

 
 

òTHE MIXó AGENDA 
(Some items subject to change)  

MOPs has moved to Bethany  

Baptist Church!   We are inviting all 

moms who have a child from  

infancy through preschool age to 

join us for a time of relaxing and 

fellowship with other moms, like 

you!  Our first meeting of the 

year will be on Thursday,  

September 23rd @ 9:00am in the 

old fellowship hall.   Childcare is 

provided.   Contact Emily Davis 

with any questions: 706 -436 -7936  

 

Also, MOPs is looking for childcare 

volunteers!!   If you would like the 

opportunity to really be a blessing 

to someone, this is it!   Childcare 

workers are needed for the 2nd 

and 4th Thursday of every month 

from 8:45 -11:15.  Please contact 

Christine Blomberg:  

706 -436 -0071  



 As I sit here and think about what I want to say 
about GROW; two things come to mind. I want  
people to realize how great a ministry GROW is and 
how it has benefitted our church and I want to say 
something to hopefully spark an interest in someone 
so they will join.  
 I just keep thinking about all of the people that 
have been impacted by our GROW ministry and that 
thought just wonõt go away. The people that serve in 
the GROW ministry have made over 5,800 contacts 
with over 2,000 of those contacts being outreach. The 
other 3,800 are people in our church or associated 
with it. Two things about this; first, congratulations 
and  
second, a big thank you to those who come and serve 
each Monday night. We have made a huge impact on 
many peopleõs lives over the course of this year.  
 Many of you that read this article can speak of a 
time where that card, letter, prayer, or visit came at 
just the right time. I just want people to know that 
GROW is very meaningful to those that receive, but it 
is also a tremendous blessing to those that serve and 
give. I am going to ask that if you are not part of 
GROW and you want to know more about it, come 
out on a Monday night and see what we do. Many 
people may have the wrong perception of what goes 
on. It is a great, God anointed ministry in our church 
and I promise you will be blessed if you are a part of 
it.   

       In His Service, 
Luther 

     

 

 

 

Please welcome the following new members 
by dropping a note to let them know how 
happy we are that they have joined our 

church family! 
 

Thomas Lamb 
244 New Hope Rd. 

Hartwell, GA  30643 
Thomas joins us through baptism. 

 
 Truman ñTruò Ray 

3260 Goldmine Holly Springs Rd. 
Royston, GA 30662 

Tru joins us through baptism. 

  

 

 

 

  

 It is amazing how time passes so swiftly.  It seems like only  

yesterday that we began a new ministry in our church...our 

Women's Ministry.  Since we began this ministry our women has 

ministered to so many families and also our own members here 

at Bethany.  We found out how good our men could cook when 

we sponsored the Men's Chili Cook-off.  Our Women's Confer-

ence, Mother-Daughter Banquet, Mothers Day Out, Ladies  

Retreat and Widow's Banquet has ministered to not only the  

ladies of our church, but many, many other ladies in the commu-

nity. Our women's bible study is so very special and has drawn 

us closer to the Lord and each other.  This year our Senior  

Banquet was an event that ministered to our older adults and 

reflected on years gone by.  Our fishing tournament for the  

family was so much fun, as well as all the times we went  

Christmas Caroling to our shut-in's in the community.  We have 

made Christmas brighter for several families within our own 

church and also for foster children and Hart Life children.  Our 

date night has been a special time for couples to spend time to-

gether and enjoy a good meal without the voices of little 

ones.  One of the events we hold each year, our "back-to-

school bash" reaches more people than any other event our 

Women's Ministry promotes.  It is also one that is dear to each 

of our hearts.  There have been many other things that we have 

done to reach the lost and hurting that I have not mentioned. 

 I am reflecting on all of the above, because as I step down as 

Women's Ministry director, I am reminded of all that has been  

accomplished, because of your support here at Bethany.  I do 

know that each and every woman who works within this ministry 

does so because they love the Lord.  I pray that we will always 

seek God's will in everything we do here at Bethany.  As we go 

into the new church year, our Women's Ministry will be in the 

hands of two women who love the Lord with all their heart,  

support our church in everyway, and are always willing to serve 

wherever they are needed.  I know that our ministry will be  

carried on to even greater places with the leadership of these 

two ladies, Susan Gibbs and Kathy Cothran.  I am so excited 

about the new year ahead and all that we can do to continue 

serving our Lord and Savior.  Please pray for these ladies daily, 

also continue to pray for our Women's Ministry as we seek to do 

God's will. 

  I must once again, thank each and everyone of you here 

at Bethany for all you have done to support this ministry in the 

past.  Nothing could have been accomplished, first without 

God's hand upon us, but second, without your prayers, financial 

support and you choosing to attend these events. Thank you 

seems so shallow, but as I have said in the past, one day you will 

know just how many souls were reached because of your  

support. 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Nancy Bowen 

 



 I will gladly tell you that I am proud to own the title of ñMs. Staceyò, whether in my home daycare business or at 

church.  In my many years of childcare experience, Iôve been known to say my share of ñno-noôsò, ñdonôt do thatôsò, 

and ñ what are you thinkingôs?ò just to name a few.   In response to my various reprimands, Iôve seen my share of sad 

faces, mad faces, stomping feet, rolling eyes and the occasional ñYouôre mean!ò.  What I find amusing about this is 

that it really doesnôt matter how young or old a child is; youôre still going to be using the same reprimands and seeing 

the same reactions.   

 Sometimes it isnôt easy teaching kids the right way to behave or to carry out a particular activity.  Especially, 

when he or she is so certain that they already know the right way.  Even though we might knock heads with our kids 

sometimes (figuratively speaking, of course) we still have to teach them the right way because thatôs the job God 

gave us when He gave us that child, either as a parent, as a childrenôs worker or in some other capacity that involves 

working with children. 

 Iôd like to offer encouragement to you before you throw in the flag of surrender.  Remember, many years of 

experience?  Iôve learned that our kids might be mad at us in the moment, but in the end, weôll know that we are 

doing our best to lead them in the path that God would have them to go.  In the end, they might just see that we do 

indeed know what weôre talking about . . . right? In the end, our kids will still love us and theyôll learn to appreciate 

the fact that we truly are just doing what is best for them.   

 So, stand your ground through all the eye-rolling and foot-stomping.  Hold your head high when you say, 

ñBecause I said so, thatôs why!ò. And just remember that you once heard those same words and felt those same 

feelings when you were growing up.  Did you turn out okay?  Thatôs what I thought! 

 Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 

                         In His Service, 

                        Stacey Carey 

                        Awana Director                      

 

 

 

Youôll be choosing from various 

Awana items and from items that 

are in the Awana colors of red, 

blue, green and yellow. 

 

September  

 1 Pick Your Leaderôs Nose Night 

 8 Club - Begin Paid Dues Contest 

15 Club  

22 Club - Awana Store Night 

29 Club - Paid Dues Contest Ends 

On September 8th, we will 
begin our Paid Dues Contest. 

 
Dues are $9 per year or 25¢ per week. 

Youôll be picking your leaderôs nose - 

but you wonôt need your tissues or 

your hand sanitizer. 

 

There will be fun games this night that 

you will not want to miss!!! 

Some of the things you can do to 
earn shares for Store Night are: 

 
¶ Wear uniform 

¶ Complete sections 
¶ Bring handbook 

¶ Show good sportsmanship 
 during Game Time 

¶ Follow Awana Rules 
¶ Pay dues 



 Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business on Sunday 

morning, July 18, 2010.  Pastor Jerry Durham called the meet-

ing to order and served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented typed copies of the minutes for June 

27, 2010 business meeting and the July 11, 2010 called business 

session.  There was a motion and second to accept as presented 

with no additions or corrections made.  Motion carried.   

 Ballots for Deacon Election were passed with names of the following for consideration:  

Larry Brown, James David, Grady Gregg, Herb Hornick, Frankie Johnson, Greg Kay, Daniel 

Parker, James Parker, Curtis Seymour, Zach Turner and Morris Witcher.  Final vote will be 

next Sunday with names of top six and three will serve for the next three years. 

 Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented printed copies from the Finance Committee of 

the financial report for the period ending June 30, 2010.   

 There was a vote of approval from church body to accept this report. 

  There was no other business and no reports given.  A motion to adjourn was given.  There 

was a second and motion carried.                                                                     12:32 pm 

 
Bethany Baptist Church met in called business on Sunday morning, July 28, 2010 for the final 

vote of the Deacon Election.  Pastor Jerry Durham served as moderator. A ballot with the 

names of Herb Hornick, Frankie Johnson, Greg Kay, James Parker, Curtis Seymour and 

Morris Witcher was passed among the members with instructions to circle three names to 

complete the election. 

 There was no other business and no reports given.  A motion to adjourn was given.  There 

was a second and motion carried.                                                       12:27 pm 

***Footnote ð Result of the Deacon Election:  The following will begin serving a 

three year term as Deacon on October 1, 2010 ~ Frankie Johnson, Greg Kay and James 

Parker. 

 

Bethany Baptist Church met in regular business on Sunday morning, August 15, 2010.  Pas-

tor Jerry Durham called the meeting to order and served as moderator. 

 Church Clerk presented typed copies of the minutes for July 18, 2010 business meeting 

and the July 28, 2010 called business session.  There was a motion and second to accept as 

presented with no additions or corrections made.  Motion carried. Clerk read a request from 

First Baptist Church, Hartwell to transfer membership of Marvin & Beverly Scott.  There was 

a motion and second to grant this request.  Motion carried.  

 Barry Harris, Church Treasurer, presented printed copies from the Finance Committee of 

the financial report for the period ending July 31, 2010.  There was a vote of approval from 

church body to accept this report. 

New Business: 

1.  Deacons and Finance Committee made motion to purchase a laptop computer for 

Luther Thomason at a cost of approximately $800.00. There was a vote of approval 

from the church to make the purchase. 

2. Next item of business was voting on Sunday School Teachers and AWANA Leaders & 

Helpers for Church Year 2010-2011.  The Nominating Committee and AWANA Com-

mander presented this information last Sunday and todayôs vote does not include 

AWANA Helpers and new leaders will be pending background investigations.  There 

were no questions and a vote of approval was given.   

3. Max Milford presented Proposed Church Budget for 2010-2011 to be voted on in 

next regular business conference.  Questions were entertained.  Wayne Floyd asked 

why not all church personnel to receive salary increase.  Max replied that only full-

time personnel would receive an increase.  All other questions or comments can be 

directed to Max or other Finance Committee members:  Gina Weaver, Ashley Strick-

land, Barry Harris or Greg Kay between now and when proposed budget is voted on. 

4.    The lists of Committees and Officers & Directors submitted by the Nominating Com-

mittee was given out.  Also presented was the list of Deacon Recommended Commit-

tees and Officers.  These lists will be voted on at the next business session. 

There was no other business and no reports given.  A motion to adjourn was given.  

There was a second and motion carried.                   12:38 pm 

 

 Respectfully,         

Lynda Moorhead, Church Clerk 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section has been designated to list 

our members (or a memberôs family) 

who are currently serving in the mili-

tary.  Please take the time to drop 

them a card or note to let them know 

that you are praying for them.  Listed 

below each address is the home con-

tact. 
 

Ashworth, Adam 

109 Billie J. Ray Dr. 

Canon, GA  30520 

(Brian Ashworth & Autumn 

Joyce Ashworth) 
 

Eric Carpenter 

1220 Parliament Lake Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(Angi Carpenter) 
 

Thomas Carter 

Dyn Corp Intl. 

Unit #42119 

LSA Butler, VBC 

APO AE 09342 

(Christine Blomberg 
 

Mark Curley 

5118 Terra Lake Circle 

Pensacola, FL  32507 

(Peggy Curley & Quenton 

Donald & Sandra Ray) 
 

Bray Kirkpatrick  

SFC Billy Ray Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

D Company TF BRAWLER 

FOB SHANK 

APO AE 09364 

Email him at: 

billy.kirkpatrick@us.army.mil 

(Amy Kirkpatrick, Barry & Linda 

Harris) 
 

Major David Milner 

356 Halawa View Loop 

Unit 101 

Honolulu. HI  96818 

(Christy Milner 

Tim, Brenda & Amy Milner) 
 

 

If you have updated addresses or new 

names to be added, please contact the 

church office at 706-376-4445.  

 

 

Just 

Added 



 
Hebron WMU Associational Meeting 

Thursday, September 2, 2010 
@  Reed Creek Baptist Church.   

Salad supper (Bring your favorite salad) 
@ 6 pm 

Inspirational Meeting @ 7 pm.   
Guest Speaker: Ann Watts, 

Mission Innovator for BWMU of Georgia 
 
 
 

Mission Project: 
SENIOR ADULT DAY  

Gifts/Gift Bags ($10 value) are needed 
for BINGO 

Help us minister to the Senior Adults in 
our communities by donating gifts. You 
may bring gifts to WMU Fall Meeting, 

September 2 or to the Association Office 
by Thursday September 23.  Gift sug-
gestions:   Certificates to local restau-
rants or businesses. If you have ques-

tions contact Debbie by email  
hebron_baptist@bellsouth.net 

or  call 706-245-5853. 
 

 
Johnny Hunt Men's Conference  
If you are interested in attend-
ing this men's conference at 
FBC Woodstock on Jan 28th 

and 29th, please sign up on the 
list in the back hallway, or  
contact Justin Corbett or  

Marlon Gibbs.   We need to have 
tickets purchased by the end of  

September to get the lowest 
rates.   The deadline to sign up 

is Sunday Sept 26th.   The  
individual cost will depend on 
how many are interested and 

our goal is to cover each person 
fully thru the Men's Ministry so 

do not let cost be a deterrent to 
signing up.  

www.johnnyhuntmensconference.com/ 

 

 

 

Suggested Dates: September 15-19 

 

Focus: Church Planting Ministries 

and Intercultural Church Planting 

and Missions Ministries  
 

Goal: $1.75 million 

Our Church Goal:  $1,000 

 

Bethany will receive State  

Missions Offerings throughout the 

month of September. Look for the 

designated envelopes (see below). 
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