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Thoughts from my Heart  

 When I was in my mid-twenties, I and two of my buddies (Tommy Richardson and Clint Louch) planned 

to spend the day fishing in the mountains. We decided to hike over the mountain and fish our way back up-

stream to the car.  It was a beautiful day and things were going great ñ all but for one thing. While wading 

the river, we noticed Tommy kept falling. We checked his wading shoes and found that all the tread was worn 

off, and they were as smooth as a babyõs bottom. But it made for a lot of entertainment for Clint and me; we 

laughed every time he fell. 

 At one point we realized that darkness was slipping in on us. We had evidently hiked farther than we 

thought, and it didnõt seem we were going to make it back in time. The last thing we wanted was ñ to be on that 

river, lost in the darkness. So, we quit fishing and headed up the river as fast as we could. Suddenly, we found 

ourselves blocked in. The sides of the mountain loomed several hundred feet nearly straight up on each side, 

with a very high waterfall directly ahead of us. What were we going to do? We decided to climb the side of the 

mountain to get to the top. But the first thing we did was insist that Tommy take his shoes off. He did. The rock 

sides of the mountain were seeping water and we didn't want Tommy to fall. It was a slow, tedious climb, but 

we stayed close to each other and helped each other to the top. After arriving at the top, Tommy put his shoes 

back on. Then, we all walked over to the edge of the fall and looked down to where we had just come from. We 

were very high and the water from the fall was raging below on the rocks. All of the sudden, Tommyõs feet went 

out from under him and he went over the edge! But Clintõs quick reaction saved Tommyõs life. As Tommy lost 

his footing, Clint reached out and grabbed his wrist. With Tommy dangling over the edge held only by the wrist, 

I grabbed Clint by the waist of his pants to keep him from going over the edge, too. Slowly, together we pulled 

Tommy back up. 

 Why am I telling you this story? Because, believe it or not, there is a lesson here for us as a church. The 

devil would like nothing better than for you to fall or me to fall ñ spiritually! The Psalmist Asaph said, 

(Psalm 73:2), òBut as or me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.ó  And David prayed 

in (Psalms 17:5), òHold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.ó 
 As Christians, we have to be accountable for each other. We serve the Lord together, worship together, have 

fun and laugh together, but we also have to watch out for one another. We need to have each otherõs back, so to 

speak. You never know when Satan might lead you or one of your brothers and sisters into a slippery precipice. 

When you see that happening, you have to be ready to reach out and grab them, lest they slip and fall! And if 

he/she falls, the Bible tells us in (Galatians 6:1) to òrestore such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.ó None of us are above falling ñ so letsõ have each otherõs back and watch 

out for each other.                                   Praising God Always for You ñ Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 
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When I sat down to write this article I thought it would 

be real easy to get it onto paper because of how great a 

month July was. Well it is hard to simple put it into 

words. I may be having trouble writing this because of 

the thought of school starting back and that kinda damp-

ers the summer time mood. But anyway, here goes. The 

first thing I want to say to the church is, ñthank you.ò I 

want to thank you for being a church that supports its 

students and tries to give them the opportunities for spiritual growth outside the four 

walls of the church. We were able to go to SEESALT and we had a fabulous time. We 

took 23 students and 7 adults and had a blast from start to finish. Time at SEESALT 

gave our group time to bond with one another, as well as grow spiritually. I really be-

lieve both of these happened. I feel like our students have came back home with a re-

freshed attitude about life and their own spiritual well-being as well as the spiritual well

-being of those that exist around them. I canôt tell you how proud I am to be associated 

with ñthe mixò because they are all very good young people that are doing great things 

for the Lord and will continue to do so in the future. To all of the students in ñthe mix,ò 

I want to say thank you for who you are and to tell you to remember the commitments 

you have made and God will see you through any and everything in life. God Bless. 

 

Luther Thomason 

      Associate Pastor and member of ñthe mixò 

 

I feel blessed to be able to write each month 

about the great things God is accomplishing 

through the GROW ministry. We have been 

able to reach out to those that may not be 

reached otherwise. We are able to care for 

those that have no one to care for them, and 

we have the opportunity to share Christ with 

someone each and every week, whether it is 

through a card, letter, call, or a personal visit. 

We have been richly blessed at Bethany to 

have people that come out and do the work of 

the Lord through GROW each and every 

week. I just want to say thank you to all those 

that help. We had an opportunity to fellow-

ship together in July at a picnic. We grilled 

hamburgers and hotdogs and had fabulous 

trimmings and fresh fruits and vegetables. I 

wanted to take time out of our schedules to 

get everyone together to have a good time and 

fellowship and show my appreciation to those 

who participate and their families. I feel we 

had a great time. Oh, donôt let me forget about 

the watermelon eating contest. Frankie John-

son beat the competition by eating the most 

watermelon in two and a half minutes.  I will 

not go into that much detail, but if you want 

to know more about it you can ask anyone 

there and I am sure they can fill you in. We 

had a great time. I will leave you with this; as 

you think about your personal commitment to 

the Lord think about all that he has done for 

you and continues to do and think about what 

you do in return. What we do will never 

match up but we need to do all we can. Come 

join us at GROW. 

Love you all, 

Luther Thomason 

Associate Pastor and member of GROW 

 


