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Thoughts from my Heart  

  The 4th of July is the birthday of our nation.  It is the day we celebrate freedom.  It is the day that most of 

us will do something patriotic:  put up our flags, wear red, white and blue clothing ñ sing patriotic songs ñ 

go to see a fireworks display, or just remember how God has blessed our country!  I thank God for this great 

nation we live in!  I thank God for allowing me to be born in a free country!  But the 4th of July reminds me of 

something else and makes me grateful for it. 

 When I was a little boy, the week of the 4th meant Dad would be home on vacation from work.  And we had 

some great vacations in our family!  If we left home on vacation, it was usually to go to some of our relativeõs 

homes in another city that was too far to visit at any other time.  But on most of our vacations we didnõt really 

go anywhere.  I donõt remember ever staying in a motel until I was grown!  So, our vacations were not what 

you might think of when you think of a vacation.  But, then, in those days, (the 50õs and early 60õs), hardly 

anybody could afford vacations like people take today.  Those were lean times.  But the reasons the Durham 

family vacations were so great was because we were all together. Mom and Dad spent time with us!  They took 

us to the lake, the river, or the mountains ñ fishing, swimming, picnicking , camping, and site-seeing.  Those 

were the things that really didnõt cost a lot of money but sure were a lot of fun ñ things we did together, as a 

family ñ things that will remain in my memory forever.  I thank God for the people who raised me (Mom and 

Dad) for I know that I am who I am because of them.  They raised me with values, like integrity, respectful-

ness, courtesy, and an overall appreciation for the blessings of life ñ even the little things.  But the most  

important thing Mom and Dad raised me with ñ was their love.  I knew I was loved and that I mattered to 

them.  I know my brothers and sister felt that same love.  Now when we get together, we love to talk about the 

memories of our childhood, and we are thankful for the home-life God gave us. 

 When my boys were growing up, things had changed somewhat.  As a pastor, I had to get out of town ñ 

get away from the phone ñ so I could spend uninterrupted time with my wife and my two best buddies.  I 

have a lot of precious memories of vacations with my sons ñ memories that I often find myself laughing out 

loud about ñ and sometimes silently shedding a tear because those days are over ñ but memories that I will  

cherish in my heart for eternity.  I hope they remember the fun we had together, but most of all, I hope they  

remember the love we shared. 

 God has blessed me more than I deserve.  He allowed me to be raised in a great nation.  And He allowed me 

to be raised in a great family ñ and then, when I was grown, gave me a great family of my own! 

 So, this July I will celebrate.  I will celebrate this great nation I live in and the blessing of liberty.  And I 

will also celebrate the families that God has blessed me with. 

Happy July 4th ñ Bro. Jerry 

ñLet your light shineé 

and glorify your heavenly 

Father.ò 



 
*Frankie & *Tamara Johnson    7/1 
*Sammy & *Gail Johnson    7/1 
*Robert Banks        7/2  
Henry & Betty Fields      7/2  
*Charles Hilley         7/2  
*Mike Tomlin         7/2  
Elliott Strickland        7/3  
*Janna Ertzberger       7/4  
*John & *Louise Posey     7/4  
*David & *Sherry Ray     7/4  
*Corey Witcher         7/4  
Karli Brown          7/5  
Jake Dodd          7/5  
*Willie Hancock        7/5  
*Deborah Smith        7/5  
*Dalton Cole         7/9  
Kenzie Gray         7/9  
Corey Posey         7/9  
*Louise Posey        7/9  
Tiffany Smith         7/9  
*Martha Pressley       7/10 
*Julie Brown          7/13 
*Kevin Poole         7/13 
Gracie Ann Ray        7/13 
*Ike Temple          7/14 
*Lynn Ray          7/14 
*James Fleming        7/15 
*Wanda Pearson       7/17 
*Brett Carey         7/18 
*Chandler Johnson      7/18 
Quentin Curley        7/18 
*Richard Vickery        7/19 
Ellie Corbett          7/20  
Savannah Hackett       7/20  
*Carol Hilley          7/20  
Steve & *Laurie Adams     7/22  
*Conner Ankerich        7/22  
*Talicia Peeples        7/22  
*Joanie Haley        7/24  
*Greg Harris          7/24  
Garrett Carpenter       7/25 
*Mike Milford         7/26  
*Heather Hunnicutt       7/27 
*Carter Banks        7/27 
*Garrett Mize         7/28  
*Spooner Phillips        7/28  
*Justin & *Kerri Corbett      7/29  
*Susan Fleming        7/30  
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From the bottom of my heart, I thank each and every 

one of you for my surprise birthday party.  You made 

my 60th special.  You really got me.  I didnôt expect 

anything.  I was totally surprised!  So, for the gifts, 

the food, the cards, but most of all the love you have 

shown me ð Thank you.  I love you Bethany.  You 

are the best! 

Bro. Jerry 

mailto:lutherthomason@gmail.com


 

The Mix ~ July Activities  

***Monday - Friday, July 5 - 9 ~ SeeSalt Bible Camp  

***Monday -Tuesday, July 16 -17 ~ Fishing Trip 

(Tentative Date)  

***Saturday, July24 ~ Back to School Bash  

  

 

Matthew 10:8é.Freely you have received, freely give. 

Acts 20:35  In everything I did, I showed you that by this 

kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to 

give than to receive. 

When I see these two verses I think of two very distinct times in my life. 

I think of when I was six years old and I was in Sunday school and my 

Sunday school teacher, Linda Sherrer, told me about Jesus and how 

much he loved me. I began to ask more questions and my parents took 

me to see the preacher and I accepted the Lord as my Savior. I think of 

how that day has affected my life and molded me into the man God has 

made me today. I think because of people like my parents, Connie Giles, 

and Linda Sherrer (my Sunday school teachers) I know firsthand the im-

portance of sharing Christ with others, even the little ones. It is really 

important to reach kids for Christ because they are more open to listen-

ing than when they get older. As you are reading this, are you thinking 

about that person that really reached out to you and shared Christ with 

you? Can you think of a time in your life when people in your church 

took a special interest in you? Some of you may not have had that kind 

of person in your life. 

 Think about our church. We are a part of a busy church that is very ac-

tive in the community. We have ministries that go in several different 

directions trying to serve Christ and our community. As Christians we 

have ñfreely receivedò the gift of Salvation and Christ wants us to ñfreely 

give.ò Christ is even quoted in saying that it is more blessed to give than 

to receive. If you think about it, if salvation is the greatest gift that can be 

obtained, how much more blessed will you be if you help lead someone 

to Christ, whether they are young or old? Think about this when you hear 

the announcements about the need for workers in the nursery, chaperones 

for youth events, Sunday school teachers and helpers, Awana leaders, 

GROW outreach participants, or any other area I have failed to mention. 

There is work to be done and each one of us has a special gift by God to 

share with someone.  

  I am not trying to preach at you or make you feel guilty but I hope this 

article tugs at your heart when you read it and you think twice about tell-

ing someone you are too busy to help or that you do not have the ability 

to serve in any way. Christ gave his all for us, Linda Sherrer (a Sunday 

school teacher to kindergarteners) thought it was important to help, what 

are you doing to help build the kingdom of God? Only you have to live 

with that answer. 

In Christ, 

Luther Thomason 

Associate Pastor 

I wanted to take this time to-

thank everyone that took part in 

my ordination. I am talking 

about the service and direction 

and leadership but I am also 

talking about much, much more 

than that. I just want to thank 

everyone that has had an im-

pact on my life; my family, 

church family, and friends. 

Each one of you has help get me 

to this point in my life. My mom 

told me when I was sixteen years 

old that I was going to be a 

preacher one day and without 

being disrespectful, I told her 

she was wrong. She is in heaven 

right now saying òthat boy never 

wanted to listen to me.ó Mom I 

am sorry and I thank you for 

seeing something in me that I 

could not see in myself. My dad 

was a trooper after my mom 

died and helped me see the light 

and the need for service to the 

Lord. I know they are both look-

ing down on me and are proud. 

òI wonõt let you down.ó Ok, sorry, 

back to my point. I just want to 

thank all the people that have 

had an impact on my life; you 

know who you are. People that 

helped raise me to the people at 

Bethany that have stood behind 

me and given me the courage, 

knowledge, and places to help 

serve the Lord. I thank all of you 

from the bottom of my heart. I 

know this is the beginning of a 

very long and potentially tough 

road but I know that God is go-

ing to take care of me and con-

tinue putting people around me 

like you to help me and support 

me along the way. I promise to 

give you my best in all that I do. 

AMEN.  

Thanks so much,  

Luther Thomason  

Associate Pastor  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20:35&version=NIV


The Youth are accepting orders for 
discount cards for area businesses.  

Each card is $10 and payment is 
expected at time of pre -order.  

Please make checks payable to 
Bethany Baptist Church.  They are 
good until 8/15/2011. All proceeds 
will help fund missions and activi-
�W�L�H�V���R�I���´�7�+�(���0�,�;�µ�����%�H�W�K�D�Q�\���%�D�S�W�L�V�W��
Church Student Ministry.   See any 
�R�I���´�7�K�H���0�L�[�µ���<�R�X�W�K���R�U���%�U�R�����/�X�W�K�H�U��

to place your order today!  

     

 

 

 

  

 

Please welcome the following new member 
by dropping them a note to let him know 

how happy we are that they have joined our 
church family! 

 
 

Christine Blomberg 
2273 Bethany Bowersville Rd. 

Canon, GA  30520 

Mike Milford  
117 Bethany Lane 
Canon, GA  30520 

Karli Brown 
1251 Mt. Hebron Rd. 
Hartwell, GA  30643 

�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���5�H�Y�����/�X�W�K�H�U���7�K�R�P�D�V�R�Q�« 
 

Luther Wesley Thomason was born September 23, 1979.  He, along with his wife Jennifer, and their family  
reside in Hartwell, GA.  They have four wonderful children, Kristen - 13 yrs; Zoey - 7 yrs; Ayden - 4 yrs and 
Elijah - �����\�U���R�O�G�������/�X�W�K�H�U�·�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���-�L�P�P�\���	���$�Q�Q�D���7�K�R�P�D�V�R�Q�������+�H���K�D�V���R�Q�H���V�L�V�W�H�U�����0�D�U�\���$�Q�Q���-�R�K�Q��
son of Greenwood, SC.  
   Luther accepted Christ in 1985.  He was called to preach the gospel in July of 2007.  He is currently attend-
ing Emmanuel College in Franklin Springs, GA, where he will finish this  
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������+�H���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���%�H�W�K�D�Q�\�·�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���3�D�V�W�R�U���R�I���<�R�X�W�K���	���2�X�W�U�H�D�F�K�� 
   We, at Bethany, feel that God led Luther to us just as He led us to Luther.  He and his family have already 
been a part of Bethany and we love them.  It is our joy at Bethany to have had this Ordination Service for Lu-
ther.  Our prayer is that we all will grow in the Lord together for many years to come! 
    

Pictured L to R:  Rev. Jerry Durham, Jennifer Thomason 

and newly ordained Rev. Luther Thomason. 


