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2012! Wow! When | was a young boy, 2012 was pretty much science fiction in my mindtd me
it was really futuristic! | envisioned that we would wear tight shiny clothing, cruise around in flyin
cars, and be waited on and catered to by hi
Space, oATwi light Zone, 0 -elthougl®itnibgs would be more al-. 0
vanced than they are. There was also one other thing | thought might happen. | thought that Jes
may have returned by now, and | would be in Heaven with Him.

However, neither of those scenarios have taken platdeast--not yet. The first one probably
never will, but the second one definitely will! Jesus is coming again! The question is: Will you go
with Jesus if He returns for His church in 2012? And if you are confident of your salvation, are y
ready to meet Him unashamedly? | mealVould you be embarrassed with your life if Jesus came
today? Would He be pleased to find you as you are in your current state of activities and attitude

Recently, | stood by the bedside of one of our own members who was passing through the ve
the shadow, and he knew his time was near. His family called me because he wanted to say sol
things to me. | went immediately to his bedside, and he told me in no uncertain terms that he kn
the time was short and that he was at peac:
ready. o Oh, what assurance! 't was yawiknowh a |
whereyou are going and argouready? If you knew without a doubt that Jesus would return in
2012, what changes would you make? What would you start doing and what would you cease d
What changes would you make in your life?

Well, listen to me: Jesus is coming! It may be this year or it may not be, but He is definitely cc
i ng. Thereds no doubt about that. We may n
only thing that we have to doisbe ready.

| may have to drive around on paved roads, instead of flying. | may have to wait on myself ins
of having robots cater to me. And | may not be wearing shiny foil clothing, thank goodness! But
one thing | do have is-assurance! | can say with the Apostle P&aul, . : . I know
lieved, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which | have committed unto Him against
t hat dayo Céahyol sapnthat?1f Jebud rhooses to come this year or let me stay on tf
earth another 120 years and go by death, | know where | am going. Do you?

| pray that the year 2012 will be a good year for you. And it will be if you live with assurance.

In Christ, Bro. Jerry
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Befh&ﬁy Birthdays & Anniversaries

*Candy Oglesby
*Beverly Ferguson
*Devin Glenn

Peyton Donald
*Emilie Hilley

*Amy Parker
*Emilee Sanders
Adam Moss

*Kayla Vickery
*Barry Harris

*Mollie Johnson
*Chad Singleton
*Paul Agnew
*James David
*Sonya Hackett
*Peggy Kay

*Larry Brown
*Madison Johnson
*Roger Bowen
*Ayden Thomason
*Charles Gibson

*Ed & *Paula Jones
Richard & Anne Bielski
Blake & *Tina Miller
Zach Jones
*Georgie Moorhead
*Jennifer Thomason
*Jeff Brown

*Caleb Durham

*Pat & *Jane Holmes
Jack Donald

Meagan Scott
*Frankie Johnson
*William & *Nina Stowe
Adam Herring

*Tim & *Michele Shepherd
*Brenda Powell
*Brian Ashworth
*Tina Miller

*Ray & *Bonnie Holland
Steve Adams

*Nikki Hancock
Toby Lovelace
*Bonnie Haley

Levi Ballard

*Dallas Hancock
*Rita Cole

*Paige Ballard
*Marlene Floyd
Caleb Miller

Emily Miller

*Bradley & Tamme Sanders
*Ray Holland
*Martha Sue Kelly
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Bethany Baptist Church
2085 Bethany Bowersville Rd.
Canon, GA 30520
www.bethanybaptistga.com

Pastorfi Rev. Jerry M. Durham ~ 76866 8581
jerry@bethanybaptistga.com

Associate Pastdi Rev. Luther Thomason
~ 7068568582
lutherthomason@agmail.com

Church Office ~ 708764445 Fax ~ 708568583
bethanybaptistchurch@hartcom.net

GROW Ministryi grow@bethanybaptistga.com
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Please welcome the following new
members by dropping a note to let
them know how happy we are that they havg

joined our church family!

Olivia Whitmire
937 Stillwater Rd.
Hartwell, GA 30643
Olivia joins us through baptism.
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Gracie Ann Ray
403 Joe Johnson Rd.
Canon, GA 30520
Gracie Ann joins us through baptism.
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As | look back at 2011, and see what has happened in my
m. life and the things that have happened in our church, | can
M’qe m %0 smile and say it was a great year. Last year zoomed by. |
think of the many people that have joined our church
through salvation and letter and see our future is bright. |
think about the outreach efforts we have made to help those in our community and impact our community and the
kingdom of God. | feel we have done those things that God has wanted us to do and it has shown through physical
and spiritual growth. | can sit and reflect on a great year, which | will and do, but more importantly | need to see
how we can use our past to make our future brighter. | love to reflect on the good things | have done and the good
things that have been done to and for me. | love to reflect on the good that our church has done, but | also know
there is major room for improvement. | see the many things | could have done better. | see things | should have
done. | see things our church could have done and done better. My hope is that we can reflect and take pride in the
great things we have done for the Lord and the tremendous blessings he has bestowed on us and let that fuel us to
improve and be better in the present and future for it.

| have many verses that are near and dear to my heart. | feel like the Lord speaks to me through His word to
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believe that if this next year is good, | will always be great, or if it is not so good, | need to hang it up; but | feel lik e
God has given me a thought process to let me know that all of the tools are there and it is up to me as to what to do
with it. | feel like the verse that God has stamped on my heart and | want to live by is JWhatever you do, work at it
with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for me#? since you know that you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are servingColossians 3:234) | feel like we as a church
should also live by this verse; allow it to steer our minds and our hearts in the right direction. | feel like so many
times | forget why | am doing what | do. | forget why | study so much and prepare to share the word of God. Some-
times | forget why | sacrifice time and effort to make sure some is not just done, but done right. | get upset some-
times when | feel underappreciated or taken advantage of or when | see what | feel like | do compared to what effort
others put forth. Then it hits me, | should not be trying to please those around me, | should be trying to please God
with my life and my efforts. | should put forth my best effort, not to get the praise of those around me, but in order
to please God with my efforts. | have to remember it is Christ | am serving. The minute sacrifices | have to make are
nothing in comparison to the sacrifice He made by sending His Son to die on the cross for me. He has blessed me so
much and | should never forget that. We as a church should operate the same way.

So many times | think we forget why we are here. | think we forget why we volunteered to serve, to help, to
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all he can and all we have. | think this year will be a defining year for our church. Not for church growth, baptisms,
financial productivity, or any other measurements we would use to determine success, but | think this year will de-
fine us in the eyes of God. | feel like, as a church, we have done many things well. | feel like we have made an impact
for the kingdom of God and | expect this year to be no different. What | feel like the Lord wants to see in us through
this year is for the individuals in this place to come together as the family we are and be of one mind, one body, and
one spirit to bring the light of Jesus to a community that needs it from us. To do this we have to put personal agen-
das aside, we have to strive to make sure God looks good and not ourselves, we will have to sacrifice and give with-
out the expectancy of something in return. More importantly we have to let loose of the reigns and let God control
our lives.

Please be in much prayer as you read this article; allow God to take control of your life and let Him do with it
what He will. Please be in prayer for the leadership of this church that they will do the same. Please be in much
prayer for Pastor Jerry and | to be in tune with the Holy Spirit so we can lead as the Lord see fit. Please pray for me
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to be anywhere else, and | know He has great things in store for us if we just let it happen.

Thank you all,
Bro. Luther Thomason
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X THANK YOUM! f A huge thank you to everyone for their generosity in providing Christmas gifts and >O
to The Mix in providing filled stockings ~ All this love was shown for 22 Hart County Foster Children! >O

! Thank you for being such a caring congregation! >O
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Happy New Year!! Can you believe that it is
2012? Where does all the time go? My mama
always told me not to wish my years away. Wheni
| was younger, | always wanted to be older, but
now that | am older, well you know the rest of thes
story. | shouldn't be complaining. Every day is a
gift from God, no matter how many wrinkles come
along with it. Time is precious, once it's gone, it's;
gone. Memories are all we have! Make every

moment count! Let's help each other to make 2012

be an unforgettable year. Go and spread God's ,
word. Love others as Christ loves you. Witness
even when you feel like you don't have the words
to say. Live for today, let what happened yester-
day go and don't worry about tomorrow. Forgive
even when it seems unforgivable. Pray, pray and’
pray!!! It is up to us to show this lost and dying
world what Christians are all about.

| truly hope that each one of you had a very
Merry Christmas! | am quite sure that a few of you
probably got some coal and switches while others
got just what they wanted. But you know, the
reality is that when we asked Jesus into our heart
we got the greatest gift of all and nothing can or ¢
will ever compare to that! Material things will
come and go, but our salvation is eternal!

The Women's Ministry will be planning lots of ¢
things for this new year. Right now we will be
returning to our Bible study "So Long Insecurity" :
by Beth Moore on January 9th. | still have a few
books so it is not too late for you to join us. We al
have insecurities, admit it or not and this study is;
going to help us lose those insecurities and be-
come the Christian women God intended us to be
We meet Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Come join us!!

| want to personally thank every women and |
man that helped make 2011 such a succeasg!
work is not for self, it is all for GodWe strive to
help others and spread the love of Christ!

believe that we reached many souls, helped mend

some broken hearts and lent a helping hand to
many in need.Isn't that what it's all aboutThis
ministry is successful because of ALL OF YOU
and YOUR LOVE FOR THE LORD!!l appreci-
ate every one of youThank you!

| want to take this time to invite all ladies to

come and experience the Bethany Women's Minis

try. We are a great group of women who love the
Lord, love each other and love servingle laugh,
cry, cut up, encourage and always suppuvi
would love to have youStay tuned for future
events and activities.

Thank you Bethany for your love and support
of the Women's MinistryWe are excited to see
what the Lord has in store for us in 2012!

Love in Christ, |
Susan Gibbs ,
Women's Ministry Director

Hell o Bet hany! Wel come to 201
would once again like to thank all those who helped during our
party in December! The kids were able to have lots of fun and fel-
| owshi pé and even enjoy a birthday
boy, was very surprised and loved the party. We also want to
thank those who contributed monetarily for his gifts!

The children have been very involved with helping others during
the recent holidays (as you can see in our pictures!), and we will
continue through the New Year! Please watch the bulletin for
upcoming events.

As always, if you have any ideas, comments, or concerns, please
do hesitate to contact us!

Thanks,
Sherry, Ashley & Nikki

Chil dr en dglire@aspt .
several openings in

P. S. We

have
PLEASE volunteer! Thanks!!

Blanlel Bundles
Mission



